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“The Study of Man” is an obscurely published 1961 essay that has the same title

as Polanyi’s Lindsay Memorial Lectures of March, 1958, published in 1959 as The
Study of Man (SM hereafter). This essay is linked thematically to ideas developed
in Polanyi’s Lindsay Memorial Lectures.

The Polanyi biographers briefly note that Polanyi went to Egypt and India for a few
weeks in December 1960 and January 1961 in his work for the Congress for
Cultural Freedom (CCF) for a series of “international seminars and private
conferences” (Scott and Moleski, 2005, 244). There are materials in the archival
Michael Polanyi Papers (MPP) in the University of Chicago Library as well as in the

Gelwick microfilm collection about Polanyi’s brief trip. Correspondence in

November and December, 1960 and January, 1961 primarily concerns travel
arrangements, speaking engagements, seminar participants, and publications.
Polanyi apparently brought a copy of this essay (GLWK101 on the digitized Gelwick
microfilm) to the US in the fall of 1962 when he was in residence at the Center for
the Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University and gave it
to Gelwick when Gelwick began his work with Polanyi assembling the first
collection of Polanyi’s non-scientific writing. The essay had recently been
published in Bombay in Quest (29, Sp. 1961, pp. 26-35), the CCF-subsidized journal
in India.” The Table of Contents for Quest No. 29 suggests that Polanyi’s essay was
one of a set of three articles on “Science and the Humanities.”

! Polanyi was actively involved (often playing a leadership role) in the CCF from 1953 until he
resigned in October 1967 after the public controversy about the secret US Central Intelligence
Agency funding of the CCF emerged earlier in 1967. Some of Polanyi’s role in the CCF is treated
in various places in the 2005 Scott and Moleski Polanyi biography (e.g., 222-225, 227-228, 231-
235, 242. 244, 267) but this topic is discussed more clearly and thoroughly in other sources
focusing on the CCF and its subsidized journals. See Breytspraak and Mullins, Polanyiana
2017/1-2 (26): 23-82 and Mullins, TAD 49 (1), 2023: 46-48 for additional discussion and
references to other sources. See especially Coleman, Polanyiana 2006/1-2 (15): 56-64 .
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The note on the essay’s opening page indicates that this essay is a “slightly revised
version” of a Polanyi talk (in late December 1960 or early January 1961) in
Bombay in a CCF-sponsored seminar on “The Place of Science and Humanities in
Higher Education.” Ivan Kats’ (CCF Paris staff) November 8, 1960 letter to V.B.
Karmak (Secretary of the Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom) indicates the
earlier title for Polanyi’s Bombay talk was “Indwelling—the Bridge Between
Science and the Arts” (Box 5, Folder14, 1398-99, MPP). It is worth noting that
Scott and Moleski (2005, 235-236, note 92) indicate that Polanyi had lunch with
C.P. Snow (of Two Cultures fame) in 1959 and that Polanyi in 1959 published in
Encounter (13 [Sept. 1959]:1-4), the premier British CCF-subsidized journal, his
article “The Two Cultures” which counters Snow’s views that emphasized the gap
between scientific studies and the humanities (see Yu Zhenhua'’s discussion in his
Tradition and Discovery article in 28 (3): 6-19). Also the “bridge” between science
and historical studies is the topic of the third and last chapter, “Understanding
History,” of the Lindsay Memorial Lectures (SM, 71-99). Polanyi delivered this third
lecture after the first two lectures recapitulate “relevant parts” (SM 9) of the
argument of his 1958 magnum opus Personal Knowledge. He suggests these
chapters can be read as an introduction to Personal Knowledge [SM, 9]) but in SM
this material sets up his third chapter. Also, the final “Biographical Note” after the
third chapter (SM, 100-102) identifies Polanyi’s differences with R. G. Collingwood
in The Idea of History. One difference concerns Polanyi’s reading and use of
Dilthey (who discusses “indwelling”) and Polanyi contends Dilthey underpins
Gestalt ideas which Polanyi acknowledges he develops. Polanyi praises H. A.
Hodges for “richly interpreting Dilthey”(SM, 102); presumably, this is a reference
to Hodges’ 1952 book The Philosophy of Wilhelm Dilthey. Hodges, like Polanyi, was
in J. H. Oldham'’s circle and was a Moot participant and SM is dedicated to
Oldham.?

This Quest article is organized much like some other brief essays in this period
(e.g., see the 1957 essay “Scientific Outlook: Its Sickness and Cure” in Science (v.
125, no. 3246: 480-484]). The argument is similar and some of the same examples

2See Mullins, Appraisal 1 (4) 1997 179-190 for a discussion of Polanyi, Oldham and The Moot.
2
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are used (e.g., criticism of functionalist anthropology) but this Quest essay is
perhaps unique in making clear alliances with the cultural criticism of C. S. Lewis
and Leslie Paul.® Polanyi recognizes scientific rationalism as shaping the modern
world but sharply criticizes prevailing reductionistic, objectivistic scientism. He
calls for revising the ideals of science and accrediting skills and connoisseurship
and argues this will open the way to more integrally connecting science and non-
scientific studies such as the study of history.

Thanks go to Dr. John Polanyi, literary executor for Michael Polanyi, for allowing
the Polanyi Society to make available this essay for non-commercial use by
students and scholars.
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