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Professor Emeritus

Department of Political Science
7080 Haley Center
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Auburn, AL 36849-5208
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EDUCATION
Duke University, Durham, NC

Ph.D. in Political Science, 1992
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX

M.A. in Political Science, 1985
B.B.A. in Economics, 1983

University of Regina, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
B.Sc. in Physics, 1977

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Auburn University, Auburn, AL

Professor, 2006-2008, 2011-2024
Jane Dickson Lanier Professor, 2008-2011
Associate Professor, 1999-2006
Assistant Professor, 1997-1999

State University of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA
Visiting Assistant Professor, 1996-97

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA
Visiting Assistant Professor, 1990-96
Assistant Director, Eric Voegelin Institute, 1991-95

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS
American Political Science Association
American Academy of Religion
Polanyi Society

TEACHING AWARDS
Auburn College of Liberal Arts, Academy of Outstanding Teachers, 2024
Auburn University College of Liberal Arts Outstanding Faculty Member, 2018
Auburn University Mortar Board Excellence in Teaching Award, 2018
Auburn University Pi Sigma Alpha Outstanding Political Science Professor Award, 2016
Auburn University Pi Sigma Alpha Outstanding Political Science Professor Award, 2013
Auburn University Pi Sigma Alpha Outstanding Political Science Professor Award, 2004
Auburn University Faculty Teaching Award in the Communication and Social Sciences, 2002
Auburn University Pi Sigma Alpha Outstanding Political Science Professor Award, 2002
LSU Alpha Lambda Delta Freshman Honor Society Award for Superior Instruction, 1995
Duke University Graduate School Award for Excellence in Teaching, 1990



PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS
The Making and Unmaking of Technological Society: How Christianity Can Save Modernity from

Itself (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, Baker Book House, 2004)
Speech and Political Practice: Recovering the Place of Human Responsibility (Albany, NY: SUNY

Press, 1998)

BOOK CHAPTERS
“Sight, Sound, and Participatory Symbolization: Eric Voegelin’s Political Theory as an Attempt to

Recapture the Speech-Dimension of Human Experience,” in Eric Voegelin’s Dialogue with
the Postmoderns: Searching for Foundations, ed.  Cecil Eubanks and Peter Petrakis
(Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2004)

“Are Communitarians ‘Premodern’ or ‘Postmodern’?  The Place of Communitarian Thought in
Contemporary Political Theory,” in Community and Political Thought Today, ed.  Peter
Lawler and Dale McConkey (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998)

JOURNAL ARTICLES
“Christianity, Post-Christianity, and the Modern Era,” forthcoming in Religions.
“The Political Implications of William H. Poteat’s Philosophy,” Tradition & Discovery: The Polanyi

Society Journal 44:1 (February 2018)
“Michael Polanyi’s Response to the Crisis of Modernity and Its Relation to Recent Developments in

Theology,” Perspectives on Political Science  42:3 (September 2013) 
“Sight, Sound, and Knowledge: Michael Polanyi’s Epistemology as an Attempt to Redress the Sensory

Imbalance in Modern Western Thought,” Bulletin of Science, Technology, and Society
31:206 (June 2011)

“Political Theory and Political Theology,” Tradition & Discovery: The Polanyi Society Periodical
37:3 (2011) 

“Bill Poteat’s Post-Critical Logic and the Origins of Modernity,” Tradition & Discovery: The Polanyi
Society Periodical 36:2 (2010)

“Sight, Sound, and Epistemology: The Experiential Sources of Ethical Concepts,” Journal of the
American Academy of Religion 64:1(Spring 1996)

“Eric Voegelin’s Interpretation(s) of Modernity: A Reconsideration of the Spiritual and Political
Implications of Voegelin’s Therapeutic Analysis,” The Review of Politics 57:4 (Fall 1995)

BOOK REVIEWS
Review of John E. Senior, A Theology of Political Vocation: Christian Life and Public Office for

Journal of Church and State (Spring 2016)
Review of Eerdman’s Reader in Political Theology, ed. William T. Cavanaugh, Jeffrey W. Bailey,

and Craig Hovey, for Christians in Political Science Newsletter (April-May 2013) 
Review of Religion, The Enlightenment, and the New Global Order, ed. John M. Owen and J. Judd

Owen, for Politics & Religion 5:1 (April 2012)
Review of Theories of Tyranny from Plato to Arendt, by Roger Boesche, for International Journal

of the Classical Tradition 3:3 (Winter 1997)
Review of The Company of Critics, by Michael Walzer, for Social Science Quarterly 70:4 (December

1989)



EDITED COLLECTIONS FOR TEACHING USE
Fundamental Readings in Political, Economic, and Social Theory, 7th ed. (Acton, MA: XanEdu,

2021)
Fundamental Readings in Political, Economic, and Social Theory, 6th ed. (Acton, MA: XanEdu,

2016)
Fundamental Readings in Political, Economic, and Social Theory, 5th ed. (Acton, MA: XanEdu,

2013)
Fundamental Readings in Political, Economic, and Social Theory, 4th ed. (Acton, MA:  Copley

Custom Publishing, 2010) 
Fundamental Readings in Political, Economic, and Social Theory, 3rd ed. (Acton, MA:  Copley

Custom Publishing, 2007) 
Fundamental Readings in Political, Economic, and Social Theory, 2nd ed. (Acton, MA: Copley

Custom Publishing, 2005) 
Fundamental Readings in Political, Economic, and Social Theory (Acton, MA: Copley Custom

Publishing, 2003) 
Fundamental Issues in Political, Economic, and Social Theory (New York: American Heritage

Custom Publishing, 1998)

CONFERENCE PAPERS
Minglu Xu, Valentina Hartarska, and Murray Jardine, “Culture, Politics, and Microfinance,” delivered at the

6th European Research Conference on Microfinance, Paris, June 3-5, 2019.  Paper delivered by V.
Hartarska.

“Pope Benedict’s Analysis of the (Partial) Failure of Christian Theology,” presented at the  Henry Symposium
on Religion and Public Life, April 27-29, 2019, the Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and
Politics, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI

“Theology, Political Theory, and Modernity,” presented at the  Henry Symposium on Religion and Public Life,
April 27-29, 2017, the Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and Politics, Calvin College, Grand
Rapids, MI

“The Implications of William H. Poteat’s Philosophy for Politics,” presented at the William H. Poteat Legacy
Conference, June 6-8, 2014 at Yale University

“Michael Polanyi’s Response to the Crisis of Modernity and Its Relation to Recent Developments in Theology,”
presented at the Polanyi Society Conference, June 8-10, 2012, Chicago, IL. 

“Gnosticism, Millenarianism, and the Nature of Modernity: A Reassessment of Eric Voegelin’s Political
Theory,” presented at the Sixth Biennial Symposium on Religion and Politics at The Henry Institute,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI, April 28-30, 2011

“Eric Voegelin’s Analysis of Ideology Today: Expressive Individualism as the Last Great Gnostic Movement
of the Modern Age,” delivered at the Christians in Political Science Conference, Memphis, TN, June
2010

“Theology, Political Theory, and Modernity: Eric Voegelin, Colin Gunton, and the Origins of Modern
Consciousness.” delivered (in absentia due to weather conditions) at the Southern Political Science
Association Meeting, Atlanta, GA, January 2010 

“Liberalism and the Semi-Malleability of Nature: The True Origins of Consumerism,” delivered at the Third
Biennial Symposium on Religion and Politics, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI, April 2006

“Sight, Sound, and Postmodernity: The Role of Speech in Reconstructing Ethical Discourse,” delivered at the
American Political Science Association Meeting, Washington, DC, September 2000

“Nature, Speech, and Modernity,” delivered at the Rhetoric Society of America Conference, Washington, DC,
May 2000

“Beyond Nature and Convention: Eric Voegelin’s Political Theory as an Alternative to Straussian Objectivism
and Nietzschean Subjectivism,” delivered at the American Political Science Association Meeting,
Atlanta, GA, September 1999

“Sight, Sound, and the Word: Experiential Sources for Spiritual Renewal in Late Modernity,” delivered at the
Conference on Politics, Religion, and Community, Berry College, Mount Berry, GA March 1999

“Intellectual Passions, Tacit Knowledge, and Conviviality: Michael Polanyi’s Philosophy of Science and Its
Implications for Political Theory,” delivered at the Southwestern Political Science Association
Meeting, Houston, TX, March 1988



OTHER CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION
Chair and Discussant for panel “Philosophical Reflections on Religion and Politics,” at the Henry Institute’s

Fourth Biennial Symposium on Religion and Politics, Grand Rapids, MI, April 2008
Chair of panel “Rhetoric and Race,” at the Rhetoric Society of America Conference, Memphis, TN, May 2006
Chair of panel “Issues in Classical Rhetorical Education,” at the Rhetoric Society of America Conference,

Austin, TX, May 2004
Participant in panel discussion “American Politics: 18th Century Visions, 21st Century Realities,” at the

Alabama Political Science Association Meeting, Auburn, AL, April 2004
Discussant for panel “Individualism and Communitarianism,” at the Southern Political Science Association

Meeting, Atlanta, GA, October 1998.
Discussant for panel “Political Theology,” at the Southern Political Science Association Meeting, Atlanta, GA

October 1998
Discussant for panel “Political Theory,” at the Conference on Communitarianism and Civil Society, Berry

College, Mt. Berry, GA, October 1996
Discussant for panel “The Politics of Political Theory,” at the American Political Science Association Meeting,

New York, NY, September 1994
Discussant for panel “What is Public?  Who is Private?” at the American Political Science Association

Meeting, New York, NY, September 1994
Discussant for panel “Voegelin and the National Socialists,” at the American Political Science Association

Meeting, Washington, DC, September 1993

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

BOOKS
Theology, Political Theory, and Modernity

ARTICLES 
“Knowledge and Human Agency: The Political Theory of Thomas A. Spragens, Jr.”

UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Core Curriculum Committee, 2016-2017
University Senate, 1998-2001, 2012-2015
Faculty Advisor, Students for Life, 2007-2021
College of Liberal Arts Speakers Bureau, 2007-2011
Student Academic Grievance Committee, 2006-2009 (Chair, 2008-2009)
Residency Appeals Committee, 2004-2006 (Chair, 2005-2006)
Humanities Development Grant Committee, 1998-2000

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Member, Leo Strauss Award Committee, American Political Science Association, 2013-2014
Editorial Board, Human Studies: A Journal for Philosophy and the Social Sciences, 1998-2010
Editor, A Bibliography of Works By and About Eric Voegelin, Eric Voegelin Institute, Louisiana State

University, 1993



REFERENCES

Dr. Steve Brown
Professor of Political Science
Former Chair, Department of Political Science
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36849-5208
brown11@auburn.edu

Dr. Cecil Eubanks
Professor Emeritus of Political Science
Former Chair, Department of Political Science
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, LA 70803
poeubk@lsu.edu

Dr. Ellis Sandoz
Former Director, Eric Voegelin Institute
Professor Emeritus of Political Science
Former Chair, Department of Political Science
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, LA 70803
esandoz@lsu.edu

Dr. Michael Gillespie
Professor of Political Science
Duke University
Durham, NC 27706
mgillesp@duke.edu

Dr. Clarke Cochran
Professor Emeritus of Political Science
Former Chair, Department of Political Science
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, TX 79410
clarke.cochran@att.net

Dr. Frederick Antczak
Past President, Rhetoric Society of America
Professor Emeritus of Rhetoric
Former Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences
Grand Valley State University
Allendale, MI 49401
antczakf@gvsu.edu

Dr. Lenore Langsdorf
Former Editor, Human Studies
Professor Emeritus of Speech Communication
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, IL 62901
lenore@siu.edu

mailto:etzioni@gwis2.circ.gwu.edu

