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Lecture 3., The Necessity gf Philosophy.

(

) _The Vslidetion of Sociel Lore.

0

1. The integral part whieh I have sscribed to smotions
in sll intelliectusl performences /is s clear chellenge to the ide=l
of dispessionate reason, It stands in sherp conflict to the
aim of eritiesl philosophy to eliminate sll emotive elements
0" thought 'whieh inevitebly interfere with its objlectivity.
xThP contemporary school of linguistie anslysis/has to some
extent recognised thie situstion by ﬁﬁﬁf:i:ﬁ&:;ﬂthe emotional

content of langusge/ss part of its meaningful messsge, How-

ever, 8 dispessionste scrutiny of our passions/inevitebly reduces

them to = merely subjective stetus =and thus debasrs us from
giving ourselves to those pessions which slone cén esrry our

own convictions, . Bt fnﬁ next step of our survey should convirce

) &

us thet this sattitude is untensble and that a philosophy which i

+
L

would strive for such detachment would necessarily renocunce f

its proper snd indeed indispenssble services,

&

2. I have listed before three elasses of interpersonal
artienlation, whieh——>in-re-arranged-semuenee-— may. be-desceribed
as follows. (1) comminication concerning objects (2) direct

convivial exchanges. (3) commmication concerning persons.

These three elementary forms underlie three wvast regions of

ife which are brought into view by recalling the
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collective character of all articulation. The common acceptance

of an idiom by & group whieh transmits its usaze from generation

) |

to generation makes possible the development and continued
cultivation throusgh the centuries of complex systems of artien-

lation. I shall deseribe this eultural heritase as 'social lore!

.-'1': A J.‘.'lﬂ bt iuve el -

and classify certain forms of this lore, wisdk the-understandings

: din r.d"\.-v\-:a of runadbots .
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Aociak Love,
that each section of A TI5 maintained by appropriate institutions,

which I shall) miot e able To desowbe Huve i Xatall,
snd-looser-organiasations. I wish these to be kept in mind

thongh I shall be able to mention them-only in a-brief and rather

CUT SOI'y DIaInmers

3. The first section of social lore, which is based on

commnication about objects, has already been dealt with previously

under the heading of object-directed intellectunal performances,
eéxpressed in an articulate form., We may recall its three sub-

divisions: ObSEPVAth-, which included empirical science;

Invention, comprising all praectical arts, and Interpretation
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containing the deductive sclences, as well as pilecto rial and

misical art. While for the purposes of analysis all these mental

——— —

activities have been previously described as the performances of
o 59{:_{“.:»-7 } b=
&l Indlvidual, they are now brought into this survey of social
Q_.C;':.'J*{.b‘rv‘{-
lore by—wﬁkiﬁh-na&&ae of the obvious fﬂ: that they form great

systems vastly exceeding what any man can produce Jy himself,

or even get to now and master completely.

We may recall that the amplifiication of our original list of

o
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object-directed articulate intellectual performarnices by their

emotional components has mich attenmated the denotative character
the articulation involved in them. Having recognised the
3 i€ FHndp -ﬂf—
constitutive part played L; intellectual beauty within mathematics

1 expanded the object-directed field to include pic zor*ﬂl and L

mislcal art, which made 1t c¢lear that 1t possesses throughout a

manner of justification derived from internal evidence rather
than from reference 10 objects beyond itself, while this iLype

of intelligence constitutes & wide rsnge of stirsight-forward
Gp 'l.
I - It relations,snd to this extent is cognitive sad msni-

- —— —_——

pulative, its I-It duslity 1is,contrected in mathemetics, painting

e, S ————r = -
snd - most completely - in music,/ into the unity of an exis-

» . :
tentisl set. I shall allow for this, however imperfectly, by

replecing the heading 'object directed' by the term 'cognitive'

to describe the whole renge of soelal lore which doeg not

k u .'_'_.r' I'.1 d.'m'ﬁ-!r{-'.-.""' - Ll_l'l" IQ"EM: A i & PAlAc A
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refer to persons; or perhaps more precisely, not to persons

88 Dersans.

In its cognitive lore society includes =t all times

e ———

a8 fund of information econsidered to0 be true, In our own days

Sas
this fund is enormous and ?ﬁgqnzzﬁ:whrt is sccepted ss sclentific

knowledge. In every society there sre esteblished 2 number of orgs-—

d processes by which information is thought to be reliably acquired,
among which we may include the transmission of the currently

accepted fund of information to the suceceeding generations.

These processes and the information deriveé‘;;;é_éhem, differ
profoundly from one soclety to another and there are discrepancies
even within a single group of people inhabitingz the same territory
and forming in most respects a single society. Sharply distinct-
ive beliefs concerning the proper sources and valid content of
information are held for example today in England by certain
compact minorities like astrologers jor members of the Commnist
Party. In spite of similar divisions of artistic appreciation,

a soclety at any particular time may be said to possess a pictorial

and a musical art.

a

I pass on to the part of social lore based on the kind
of articulation which I have covered by the name of ‘direct
convivial exchanges'. This comprises the whole interplay of
give and take which essentially constitutes social life. There
is not a stage of our existence from the instant of our birth

to the last span of consciousness before our extinction/in which
we do not make claims on others or submit to their eclaims on us.
A society may be s;id to possess an order, and thms be truely
called a society to the extent ;o which 1t possesses a binding
system of proprieties, regulating these interpersonal claims

and counter-claims. There exists in such a soeciety a system of




4. 4

mores, in the form of preponderantly accepted manners, customs
and law; including certain agreed modes of enforcing these

mores on defaulters and dissenters, /and of bringing up the young :

to respeect them. There may also exist an organised process by

Lt ——

which the existing system of rules/ecan be legitimately amplified
or amended. /The code of behaviour in society is interwoven
with its cognitive lore and particularly with its technology;

1t is also profoundly affected by religicu? beliefs and no less
by the current conception of gﬁn and human affairs, neither of
vwhich I have yet gg;lt witﬁ. | Strictly speaking, I ought to
include religions worship among social lore based on direct
convivial exchanges. /| For God is a person, ﬁnd worship is our
way of addressing God and submitting to hislguid&nce. But I
will not elaborate on this perspective as I wish to appeal mainly }

to the secular outlook and to retain therefore philosophy as my

main subject. To the soecial lore from which society derives its [
inﬁerpretation of man and hu;éﬁ affairs I shall turn in a moment. I
But before passing on to this I rust secure a suitable term by
which to refer back to the arsa of social lore based on direct
convivial exchanges, that is the mores of a socliety, their

enforcement, transmission and any accepted processes for their
amendment. I think that in contrast to the cogni?ive area this

may be called the practical field of social lore. The word

'practical' should of course refer here to interpersonal practices,

while the rules of object-directed practicality are comprised

already by cognitive lore. .

5. Lastly, we have social lore embodying commmnication
concerning persons. This again comprises a large part of the
social heritage constituting a modern civiliszation. A massive

piece of it is history. Another great section of it is formed

by the drama, the epic and the novel, and by all the other

——

literary arts. Religion, so far as it is history and literature
falls elearly within thils scope. iheology as the analysis of a

person, namely God, ought properly to be included as well, but

for reasons explained be-fore its inclusion will again be passed
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over. *o history and the literary arts we may add political
oratory and - in modern times - journalism, films and broadcasts,
as further articulate forms cultivating the understanding of men

-
I
arid human affairs. // But there are some studies concerning man

| ah s sﬁikz

and soclety which cannot be elther included or excluded herey

#ugt. aUmgfyﬁagﬁmﬁf_
withéut-anticipating-the mein-eonclusions of -the-argument-whieh
this=survey-is-intende=d to introdmce. Take economic theory
or social anthropology, as two of a whole group of soclal sciencesj
and take any particular psychologzy,/ say psycho-analysis, /as an
instance of the study of man by the methods of natural science.

i r—

Do these deal with persons as persons? I think not, and would

therefore include them among cognitive lore. But this implies

that there i1s an aspect of man which eludes any such studies,

and this I cannot try to prove here but must leave open till later.
To sum up then zememimt provisionally: I intend to class

here all social lore which emanates from our capacity to know

persons as persons and to make articulate onr_EEderstanding of

such ;er;ansffcr presentation to fellow-members of our society.

This is the study of man in the tradition of humanism. I shall

call it the Interpretative seciion of ;ocial iare, remembering

once more that this exeludes object-directed Interpretation which

we have already classed within the cognitive area. Interpersonal

Interpretation to which I am referring here, should now be clearly

distinguishable from this area.

6. The three main classes of social lore - the Cognitive,
the Practical and the Interpretative - lend support to three great
constituents arﬂggz;ivilisation, which are by no means wholly
articulate. Indeed, very mich of kmowledze, custom and under-
standing, belonging - in this sequence - to the three main parts
of our SOiial heritage, are transmlitted by The mere force of
praa#iaglbgzample. “hey are largely enfolded in the implications
of behaviour and can never be fully expressed by artliculate

precepts. This follows already from the fact that all artliculate




performances of intelligence are based on inarticulate performances.

Thus the inarticulate processes by which the @lements of speech (

—

are taught to succeeding generatlons transmit the idiom of a

' eivilisation, which largely determines the scope and significance
of ail.its artienlately formulated superstruciure. The contents
of inarticulate tradition are of course vastly gnhanged_by the
growth of a great articulate heritage by which it is sustained

and of whiech - in reverse - it forms the ultimate imterpretation.

ﬂ_‘ P "-:" .a.‘.‘,- ' ] —y
: The growth of science fomwemample has given rise to a scientifie

—_—

tradition which, in its turn, supplies the ultimate interpretation
of scientific terms, as well as of the methods of scientifie

—

. observation and seientific inference.

7. We are now at the very threshold of our argument for
the necessity of phililosophy; but before entering on it we must
take stock for a moméent of the emotional forces that are aroused
by the collectivisation of articulate interpersonal intelligence
and which make soeial lore convineclng to each member of a
commmity, juét becéuaerit is aceepted by the others. A common
intellectual heritage tends to intensify and helps to organise
the conviviality of men 'and the ensuing consensus of minds forms

¢ the indlspensable vehicle for the continued transmission of a

= ———— e ———

complex system of articulations, together with their inarticulate
accompaniments. e Z
Think of the elementary force of inarticulate conviviality,

k M} At J . 1 ‘
among a # hi ﬁbfeedlng together, /among chimpanzees vitalised

by each others' companionship; think of the hearti-gripping
responses between dogs and men,/ or babes and mothers. Swea

joint forms of living subsist on the most slender means of
commmnication. Vast new opportunities of common life are offered
by the articulation of common lknowledge, oflcommon usages and

of a common literature. Indeed, apart from its materlal ends,

humsn society seems to be constituted for the mutual participation

of individuals in the same cultural herilitage. The unsparing
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identification of individuals with the fellow members oi

same soclal group/strikes the observer as curious 1f he is

\ himself in nol'wey involved in it. inthropologists have often
wondered how completely the primitive individual identifies

to one member of a social unlt happens to all and for the deed

of one member the rest are held equally responsible.

| o aw - P | PRR——— s | SR —_— . e - e oo ol oF - ] - R
the lssue, death from such mirder 1s always considered acclidental.

The withdrawal of convivial affeectlion by the group to which he
#

so closely belonged has correspondingly severe effects on an

F |

. individual deprived of 1t. & individual formally expelled
from his group by ritual scolding, may voluntarily languish to
death or otherwise commit suieide. This deep Tootedness of the
individunal's vitality in his participation in a group is a result
of his adherence to the mores and general outlook of the zroup.
Being moulded by his education to conform with the organised
opinion of the group, his self-respect and self-assertion abandon

a . !
ATHBCEA Veplinecshnd ,

him once these sprimme—al vitality are no longer cenfirmed, but

1

are d

|
The adherence of modern Western people to thelr cultural

heritage is no less complete than that of primitive people, but

rselves modern

this 1s less conspicuous to us, for we are o

Western people and therefore accept our heritage without any

| gsense of conforming te an orthodoxy.

| 1. Levy Brtthl, The Soul of the Primitive, p.l05. quoting
Al R. Karsten,"Blood Revenge, War and Victory-Feasts among the
{ I Jibaro Indians of Bastern Bacuador"!, Burean of American
| | Ethnology Bulletin, ixxix, pp.ll-12 (1923).
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Aetusally, the enormous range of modern science, law

literature ~ to take only a few instances of cognitive, practical
Faik F [

and interpretative lore, A requires for its cultivation and

4]

transmission a great number of specialists, /each of whom can

perform his funetlon only by accepting on the whole unquestioningly

the mach greater part of our lies outside

his own special field.

,J-m' Aol p{-nﬂ_;; riwdy B o ,

The dstence in ouw oclety of a culture

r o,

geo—rioh-and yarie nd vet iz therefore
c‘-&n\z-m.-f | 4--»1.:.:.,-! f-h‘_,.

in itself proof of a general consensus in regard to its pmemissesy’

5 - - — -’ - 3 ! - e, - e A
mtil the Revolutions of the twentieth century our acceptance

of Uhnis consensus had gone virtually unchallenged, but since then

ur holding of certain distinetive beliefs has become inecreasingly

rongpicuons and our support of them has become nore exvlicit/in

ttemmd s 3 A ]I"-"_l-IJ riean dissenters to dliscredit these ] ‘a.iF B, - %
8t eny rete some formulsetions of these beliefs, has ceused sherp

wc:;,% "

and sngry fAivisions within ows<swn society, leading to irreeon-
cilieble confliets of loyalty in {ﬁk midst.
Yo this issue I shell vet return, For the moment I

'-:ll:. v _‘.-j_ "":In ko oS o o '_IJ"]"-':"!”:- the '-];.-f'-'-r' rVE f"'i

onfthst the existence of

articalate Jlore gres

tly amplifies convivial sffeetions within
humen society/snd thet thies engenders s persussive pesssion which

geeks to secure the econtinued adherence of all members of & group

H £ o e e RN B p—— | = [P ey | ey, R —— . —k i e T
to joint cultursl heritage. aoclel lore esnnot exist outside

1] =

group of convinced sdherents/end no conviction is ever helow —

arbhost, _
cultiveted and trensmitiedy smithont arousing - smd relying/on the

force of persussive passions

i B P o ¥ S T SO e
8. fhis completes my survey of intelligent performances
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and leads up to the point whence we shall recognise that the
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¥ de o 1 s el T
in whieh intelligence was hitherto considered gre

Insuffieient

and must be extensively smended , in order
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us to charascterise a fest of intelligence 2s & true fest of

a4

intelligence, /distinet from s specisus performence or sn

ar.

gether meaningless behavi
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'to its validity.

I think these terms have failed - and must necessarily fai
to refer adeguately to the validity of thai ieh they deseribe,
by the mere fact that theiy describe it. vhen I déscribe
something this implies that the things deseribed (1n this case
the intellectual achievements) are there for me to observe them,
in the relationship of the It, and are nof something in whiech I
existentially participate; not something like my own desire
or my own pain in which I am essentially an acent or a sufferer.

This remains true, as I have ‘already hinted in my eriticism
of the lingnistlc method, even Though 1 ineclude a deseription
of the emotional ecolouring which animates the intellectunal
performance in question and lends 1t the force of conviction.

For so long as I uphold the descriptive attitude of Me detached
from an It in which such a persuasive emotion is included, I
rémain as its deseriber, necessarily unaffected by it and cannot
express my share in it, if I shared it. Hencey, 1 sug sy
descriptive references to feats of intelligehce must ignore the
main lssue raised by any such feat and indeed. can never legitimately
chdpacterise-dt as a true feat of intelllipgence as distinet-from
a speclous performance of an-eltogether meaningléess behaviour.
I -shall now try to substantiate this argument and its conclusions
by-illustrating-them with reference to some of the principal

: sections of ‘social 10?_%.".';1'4'!:‘.;;“.. 4 w jrfma 5_‘/

Sp—In—orinedpic T 3| e - to every stage
ouk Swwey of )
of fintellectual performanced, from the lowest grade 1@1.1'-.-.';.'_3'-..::; s
aae ol fven e rvosbad L
GaR--be - raiged-whenever-ye-pod + pat—sueh-a periormanee.-and- shrough

3 e A . .
P ad-allimgidet e aew Open uj a philosophic
character. Yet I have preferred to postpone ti until the
present j_‘u.t_nct‘_a".':, partly because I wished to complete my
preliminary survey of mental operations before embarking on a
philosophic eritlque of the process by which the survey was being
conducted, / but mainly perhaps because the problems raised by such
.
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a critique become more conspicuous/and dee more GEFISHEE—5S B

e Lol ) .
negleetad once we mefew, to the major contents of our own cultural

=

2. Indeed, as we shall see, these problems belong to the

burning questions of our time, forced upon us by our immediate
Moveoven r Pnce i ot — Scech
i e *“:;E%arzﬁd owmy ref

clvie responsibilities. A.E*$é_“
ions at the top end of the intelleetual scale, /it should be easier

more delicate and academic problems of which will then be recognilsed
|
as the prototypes of the great questions of life and death,

encountered at the upper levels.

=IOy &

10. I shall s&set—em, the cognlitive area of social lore. I
have said that the methods by which information is acquired varies
greatly from one society to another and that we find corresponding
divergeneces in regard to what 1s accepted by different groups as

their fund of knowledge. This manner of speaking conceals an

the Intellectual achlevements referred to by such words than those
who do not. Take the example of astrology. It is an ancient

and elaborate piece of ecognitive lore, which originated in Assyria

about the third century B.C. and has been since wildely upheld as
. o . 7~

valid within the regions surrounding the Mediterranean for nearly

¥ S = Iy P | . z - I i 3 i - Py N e - o 4
2000 years. Lo believers in astrology, it represents the art of

predicting a person's lifelong destiny from the position of the

He sl o

gtars at the moment of his birth. ilhis would form a tremendous

intellectual achievement, rather simlilar to that claimed by some

therefore that {f-the-ecasting of horostopes 1s-deseribed-as

cognitive aety we are leavring the question-open-whether--the-acl
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This ambiguity cen be strietly svoided only if people who believe
% - - 1 - - ol . =} - q L
in sstrology will use F;nlf:ﬁ-vnﬁ language from those who don’ t.

Onlv astrologers should spesk oI

]

astrology snd horoscopes, /as I
spesk of this blackboard jor of the multiplication table, whereas
I shonld be berred from using the same terms as they do/ end 5: 2

spesk instead of Tp:tPG105p‘ ancd 'hﬁraaccpﬂﬂ‘ e, TEETER Sas iR le

Similerly, only the Christian believer should speak of mirscles

in referring to supernstural events slleged by the Gospels,/while

non-Chrisgtiens should always 1%& the word "mirscles' in ouotstion
merks when referring to the seme toples In general, every time
we gpesk of knowledge, informstion or cognition, we should have
to' meke it clear whether we really mesn knowledge, informstion,
cognition, ete., or merely ‘knowledge', *information', 'cognition’
in guotation marks.
Let me illustrate the point more particdlsrly in

respect to science, When we epesk of a selentific discovery,

we mean something different from

:.I:- 5 'I:- Ll ,__:.-_}‘J.';.:. L sC _-L 3__._ E|
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in speaking of the discovery of vegetative hybridisation by Miehurin

* M T i g § S . il 4= - - }= 1 = N e 5= =Y y’ - & a
and Lysenko, /but no Western genetlclist refers to the observations

; 3 i I &HHMW' ﬁr?%ﬂﬁﬂdiht?
in question as dlscoveries. Similarly, We do noi pedk

not s of the
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invention of a machine of perpetual motion by the Marguis of

Worcester in 1063, when in his Century of Inyvention he gave a

detalled description ol

form of a wheel of 14 feet in diameter, with 40 weights of 50 pounds
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phenomenalism had an adverse effect on the progress ol gclence,

as it seriously discouraged atomistic speculations and retarded

the recognition of the kinetic theory of gases; but even in this

J

it proved to be relevant to the work of the scientist. 4 major

a

development of contemporaneous mathematics took 1ts origin from

philo

L

y

Hilbert undertook to reduce mathematics altogether to the practice

of operating certain symbols according to conventional rules.

Though this programme was ever
» .

response which it evoked has made contributions to mathematics f

Ve The development of psychology in the

M+ 1 3 4 =4 . =] ST [ SESCS S, P o o m £
20th century has been declsively affectsd by the psychologlsts

conception of science. Of this there is emphatic testimony in

the works of Freud, Pavlov, Clark L. Hull and indeed throughout

=
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modern psychological liferature. Moreover, the elaims which th

tudy of man by psychology or social

ta

}.—u-

of its conception of its owm scope may confliet with the cla

other references to man and society, in literature, history or

make in view

ophie temper closely akin to phenomenalism. In 1900 David

ually defeated, its pursult and the

L

jurisprudence I have mentioned points of such conflicts before.

Eén my survey of social lore I have included pictorial art within
the cognitive area, plaecl it next to mathematics, within the
Interpretative section of object-directed intelligence. It is
curious how deepl he progress of painting has been guided, or at

vied 25 mich as Lney have
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painted, and each held its own theory of painting. In the firs
half of this century the most imnfluential pro me was similar

that which Hilbert gave about the same Tlime to

the view of the Fauves which regarded a picture as an array of tw

dimensional coloured patehes which had to be arranged in a signi

pattern regardless of thelr repre
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eommands. A1l jurisprudence must make affirmations

and what is not the law, and it could avoid this onlj

writing about law &s having force of law, which would
Hence the long-standing diseussions on the nature of righ
whieh has thrown up a number of rival definitions of it. While
these divergent conceptions of the law have necessarily affected
the direction in which the development of the law was gulded by
the writings of jurists and the interpretative téndeneies which
they induced in the law courts, no far-reaching conflicts were

raised by these philosophiec differences. the "command
theory" co-operated smoothly with believers in the reality of
judge like Jerome Franfk who in his writings

natural law, and a

tended towards a purely empirical conception of legal behaviour,

e

carried on his judicial functions to the universal respect of a
profession predominantly professing an ideal of law which he had
condemned as empty claptrap. But issues of legal philosophy
become wital when they embody a political confliet, as when the
Gommon Lawyers of the 17th century upheld against the Crown
the theory that the King was under the law and could not even
git in a court administering the law in his namej or when at
Nuremberg, contrary to all precedent, the leaderf of a defeated
[

power were brought to trial and sentenced to prison by the wvictors,
on the charge of launching an aggressive wari or again when in
1947 Kurt Tillessen, one of the men who murdered Rathenau
in 1923, was acquitted by a German @ourt on the grounds that the
ammesty which Hitler had granted to such eriminals was legally
valid.

Far more sweeping, however, and indeed all=-embracing
are again the philosophie econflicts which divide totalitarianism
from the Western world. The jurispradence of Fascism and Commmnism
which denles any independent status to the law, forces us to take
up seriously the philoébhic defence of lawe When a great and
heavily armed power supported by fanatical followers all over the
world, fosters and.-foments a bitter contempt for our rule of laws

denowneing it as a mere instrument of force used for keeping
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sacrifices

the workers in submission, and when the utmost
may be required to defend our legal order from destruction by
such a power, then it seems indispensable that we should have some

against such shattering

F

way of Justifylng our adherence to i

eriticism.

13« Yet the doctrines that all secilence is class—science
and that law is but the will of the stronger are but the
derivatives of a deeper philosophiec conviction concerning the
nature of man and society. The Tundamental division between men
today lies in the discrepancy of their beliefs concerning the
real forces that move men in publie affairse. Comminists and
even Fascelsts are addicted to violence primarily not from eruelty
or lust for power, but from love of truth and econtempt for deceit.
Man has an irresistible craving to grasp something on which he can
firmly relye. He mrist have some indisputable terms in which he can

s happening to him and plan his future actions.

e

understand what
IBdemands a steady framework within which to build his hopes,
grant his loyalty and mark down hls enemy. Once he has become
firmly convinced, be it by upbringing or conversion, that man
is inescapably subject to the drives of self interest, he will
entrust himself to these explanatory terms with every fiﬁre of
his being. Hlis love of truth will then express itself in
denying that a desire for truth ecan be & mainspring of human

actione. His moral sentiments will be expressed in a hatred of

Lo

all moral sentiments, as sheer hypoerisy in the exploiter an
enfeebling emotionalism in the exploilted. The more intense his
passlon for truth and justice, the more virulently will he despise
any conception of human affairs which would rely on other peoplel's
passion for Truth and justice. Hence such theories as that all
science is class sclence and that all law mere violence, and hence

also the practice of condueting scientifie discussions in terms
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of political invective and of using fictitious legal procee

-

estroy persons of whose loyalty the Government is

o h

to

Within this framework, history also becomes “a weapon in the
struggle of classes" and must be written in accordance to this

requirement. Indeed, once the appetitive interpretation of man
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in publie affairs : irmly accepted as the basic reality, an
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unceasing struggle must ensue for a complete assimilation of all
actions of any social significance to this framework.

The philosophic challenge of our time thus spreads over our
entire horizon and deepens to the utmost grounds of reality.
There is not an idiom of our cultural heritage that we can
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fanged philosophic objections. Here lies a new necessity of
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philosophy %o which I shall try to respond in these pa
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14, I shall
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enquire here why such philosophic issues

%
survey of intellectual achievement. Animals ecan solve problems
of the kind which on a higher level belong to science, technology
and geometry; but they are inarticulate. By an articulate
affirmation a person emotionally identifies himself with the
validity of that which is affirmed. This produces a new

=

texts, maps

gituation.,. Once we have accepted spoken or written y

calculations, poems, pieces of muslie, laws prescriptions, etce,
which we believe to be true, valid, binding or in any way well

ablished, a curious new object has come into existence wh
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speaks with the voice of our conviction and yet can be picked
up and held up for examination to find out how it workse.
Articulation makes it possible and eventnally inevitable that

¥ - ek : 1 i r ; i
we should CPLtEhlly reflect on the agts of our intelligence; and

that is philosophys
I agree therefore with the lingnistic school in attributing

all our philosophic problems to the use of language and even share

ir hopes of dispelling these discontents by

M
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up to a
eradicating some mystifying usages. But in view of the f act
revealed by thlis survey, that the articulate must always remain
rooted in the inarticunlate, 1 should not expect any true

T

philosaophy to elaim more than to be consistent with the unltimately
o o o

unspecifiable nature of its own meaning.
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