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Lecture 2. The Necessity of Philosophy.

(b) Intellectual Passions.

l. A newly hatched chicken shows an innate urge to peck
up and swallow small objects of the size and shape of grains and
after a few mistakes it learns to feed itself correctly. It
also learns quickly to join the flock which follows its mother
and to seek proteetion under her wings. The latter educational
process goes on so swiftly that it normally escapes notice, but
it 1s clearly revedled by the experiment of letuing a chicken
o hoher .!ufnn'u.uf- wn Soliinde o3

grow up in isolation. When releaved after a fortnight and
brought together with its sisters and brothers which QEFE formed
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a flock around their mother/Jt pecks &t the= wildly{ﬁﬁd runs

around terror-stricken. We may say therefore that the earliest

inter-personal interaction between chickeng affect their emotions
towards each other. They usually result in developing a
rationally balanced emotional life which is stunted and deranged
by artificial isolation. // The emotional comfort which the chicken
seems to enjoy when brought up in a flock is not unrelated to
bodily satisfaction of shared warmth and protection, but it is

a5 yet distinet from mere drive-satisfaction and seems to arise

— e,

mich more vividly between one animal and another, rather than
between the solitary animal and impersonal sources of drive-

such as fosd and chelier.
satisfactiony; A hungry dog will jump about and bark when its

meal is approaching and this excitement has emotional colouring,

—

but the companionship afforded by a dog to a manfby which it may

e —

vitally participate in his_e;%stencehis rooted in richer and more

m—

dislnteraatﬂd passions. Indeed, a dog will attach its affection

to a master who plays with it, goes for walks with it and

e —— r—

generally shows interest in i1t, rather than to the person who

feeds it. The comprehensive scope of inter-personal relations
has been expressed by Koehler in the aphorism that a solitary

chimpanzee is not a chimpanzee. All its physical needs are
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satisfied, yet it langunishes through emotional starvation. It

lacks that sharing and interplay of life between fellow animals,

e
—— —

the manifold ferms of which are reflected in a whole gamut of
varied eggtions.

i shall not attempt to survey the emotions of animals and
still less of men. It 1s difficult even to illustrate their
range, however sketchilly. A series of moods reflected by the
physiognomies of chimpanzees are shown here according to Yerkes.
(SLIDE). How numeréus are the varieties of humours which may
pervade man's mind, we\ may gather from the voecabulary that covers
any single minute class'of them. Thus in Roget's Thesaurus we
find this group of terms for the kind of resentment which burns
inwardly: "pigue, umbrage, huff, miff, soreness, dudgeon,
acerbity, virulence, bitterness, acrimony, asperity, spleen, gallg:
heart-burning, heart-swelling, rankling." While an open and
active expression or resentment is deseribed as a "burst,
explosion, paroxysm, storm, rage, fury, desperation.” On another
page we find the following elearly distinguishable shades of a
particular kind of dlsapprobation: "satirical, sarcastie,
sardonic, cynical, dry, sharp, cutting, biting, severe, virulent,
withering, trenchant.”

I have shown that emotions often spring from and are always
somewhat related to desire. Desire is one of their roots in
the sub-intelligent object-directed sphere of mental life; the
other = closely interwoven with the first - is their connection
with the sensuous nature of the animal. W.N. and L.A. Kellog
have recorded a serles of faclal expressions in a ehimpanzee and
in a child of about the same age, who responded to the same tastes
in their mouths. (S8LIDE). These forms of object-directed tempers
are - like the excitement of the hungry dog at the approach of
foocd - on the sub~emotional level, but they resemble emotions in
the overwvhelming quality of the feeling which they carry. They

should also remind us that all emotions have some cognitive content,




as they refer to external facts and are also guided by them.
This is implied when we speak of appropriate and well balanced

4 emotions, in contrast to exaggerated, irrational or deranged

emotions. Emotional education is the process which fosters

the former and tends to eliminate the latter.

2v—f-have-derived the nature of emotions here in the first
place from interpersonal exchanges. The commmniecation between
persons, their practical interaction and themmtual. lmowledge
of persons are indeed pre-eminent in arousing a wide range of

emotions. Conviviality is the principal milieun-of emotional life.

But-object-directed mental activities on -the-sub-intelligent level

Nare-been shown also-to arouse pervasive-affections allied to

& emotions. It is fundamental to my present argument for the
necessity of philcsuphy,jés well as for the position which I
shall try to formulate éubsequently in.these lectures, / to establish
the presence of an emotional factor in all objectwq}rected

W

intellectual performances/including those on the highest levels

of intelligence. The demonstration of this factor, %a which I

E Uﬂw ’
shall presently %&991 will lead to an extension of the previously

|
LAY surveyed range of object-directed intelligence, by bringing in

the field of pictorial and musical arts. / But these arts do not

of course consist of emotion. / In—the—emd fherefore, when account
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[
=

has been taken of the impassioned nature of all intellectual life,
| there will not appear any new separate section to which emotion
| could be assigned as its content. Instead we shall recognise

the presence of emotional colouring throughout the whole range of

intellectual activities, 'each of these having its own character=-

istiec hue without excluding the possibility that it may be

il b occasionally suffused by other shades of colour. Naturally, the
ﬁ

depth of emotional colouring will also vary in a characteristic |

' manner from seection-to.sechiond@srvn © 7es
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3. The study of ¢onvivial ;ﬂtelligence has made us aware

of emotions and of“pervasive affections in general, which did not
strike us before in cbjee?fﬂirected mental activities. Having
envisaged now the impaséiﬁned naturé.of all mentil lHfey we—shall
have to amplify the wholé of our-previous survey, before-procesding
further with our original programme to deseribe-the artienlation
of convivial intelligence.

Take the inartieulate region of object-directed mental acts
g'f ' . and begin with the prﬂ,eés Sy which sign-event relationships are
recognised. It results from a pervasive tgnsion of which no
fully awake animal is free and is manifested in the lowest orders
down to the protozoa, by exploratory movements; in the higher
species 1t is vividly reflected also in the preparations of the
sense organs, the attentive gaze, now fixed now carefully sweeping
round, in the pointed ears, the sniffing snout. The alertness
of the animal is usually prompted by desire or fear. Hunger
and sometimes fear are used in the animal experiment to make the
subject ;oot out for signs of food or danger. The reading of
Sf%%g{v??“%m&‘;and satlsfies these sub-emotional tensions. The
force of attention whiech guides this performance is kept alive
by the expectations of diﬁcaveries to which the sensuous life of
the animal will naturally respond. |

The alert animal is keyed up also for action. Here we have

'P'j--; a different kind of expectancq which generates the invention of
means for the achlievement of desired ends. This is not properly
speaking an expectancy for it does not prepare the animsl to meet
an event but to engage in an action: it is an intentional effort.

It is most commonly manifested ln an increase of the msecular

N ke ek
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' tonus, as in the tenseness which the sprinter ta
sign of 'ready!'. A more flexible and in this sense more intelli-
gent form of it 1s observed in the sparring of boxers. They

practise a controlled relaxation of their muscles which combines

alertness with utmost freedom of decision. T%his is the prototype
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of more delicate manipulative exertions such as picking a lock

with a hairpin or, reverting to Koehler's famous experiments,

to invent or seek to invent a tool, e.g. in the form of piled up
packing cases in order tg reach a bunch of bananas suspended on
high. Koehler has deseribed the physiognomy of alert relaxation
in chimpanzees which conveyed most convincingly to his visitors
the fact that the animals were wholly preoceupied at that stage
by an intense inventlive purpose.

The third ldnd of inarticulate intellectunal performance,
whlch consists in graspiqg a situation in its various alternative
aspects, is stimlataed by an alertnesgs which combines both kinds
of expectancy: the walting for samé;hing to happen and the
econcentration on scmething to do. But these are both present
in an attenuated form and the prevailing tension seems to be
more specifically one of puzzlement. Though this is invariably
at play also 1n sign-event observation and means-end invention,
it gppears in its purest form when the intended intellectual
performance consists essentially in the re-assessment of a
situnation in which nothing lays hidden or requires to be done by
any essentlally new forms of manipulation.

The faect that znimals can suffer acutely from puzzlement,
to the point of mental breakdown, and that they can accordingly
enjoy most keenly the purely_intellectual pleasure of solving
a problem, has been amply demonstrated in my conviction by

various observations extending over the past thirty years.

Starting fromPavlov's experimental neurosis in dogs, arising

from situations Which overtaxed the animal's diseriminatory
capacity, we have more recent studies by Maier and Klee

(E.R. Hilgard, Theory df Learning, p.303) of obsessional disorders

produceﬁ in rats throu;hhtée repeated battling of their intelligent
efforts by a craftily mislééﬁ%?g presentation of alternative
choices. The remarkable expe%iments B NN b AR 4 e B

on apes have demonstrated that the\propensity to become thus

obsessed is localised in the pre-frontal lobes and is eliminated




by lobotomy. X Koehler has first clearly demonstrated that

chimpanzees derive pleasure from the discovery of a new ingenlous

manipulation, guite apart from the practical benefit they derive
from 1t. He describes how they will repeat the performance

for its own sake - as a kind of play - with signs that they
enjoy it. W.ll. and L.A. Kellogz have found that a young
chimpanzee 1s as much inclined as a child of the same age To
repeat in play a manoeuvre, involving the use of a tool, which

they had first invented for some practieal purpose. The animal
LA AT
was as keen as the child to elimb into the -pimse where it was

usually econfronted with the task of solving problems. I believe

that this evidence shows both that there are situations which

worry the animal far beyond what is due to its deprivation of
reward, and that correspondingly, the animal can feel the
intellectual triumph of solving a problem and enjoy the beauty
of its solution. While these tempers and sentiments accompany
all manner of intellectual performances, they should be present

most purely in such problems and such problem-solving as involve

merely the recognition of t..:L'c:r—.-'r‘tlaLt:Lve par# relationships. However,

I feel this conjecture to be Justified mainly from experience.on

the artienlate level, which offers safer grounds for cobservatlion.
|

4. The transition from inarticulate forms of intelllgence
is performed by the process of articulation which is itself

inartieculate. This process presents important philosophiec
problems which can be dealt with only after proceeding much
further in this inv stigation, while taking articulation which

is in constant use during any spoken or written argument, largely
unexamined. I shall therefore leave until that later stage my

deseription of the emotional colouring of articulation and turn
P a0

now directly to articulate intellectual performances, continulng

of course at first along tha remaining sphere of object-directed

intelligence.
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5. The emotional colouring of the inarticulate regions
can be applied with appropriate modifications to the correspond-
ing articulate stages of intelligence. Observational science
is animated altogether by a set of feelings, ranging in intensity
from a mere liking to an obsessive passion for its pursuit and
achievements. The growth of thé;;_;entiments has been of
comparatlvely recent date and they have never gyread very widely.
The ancients almost lacked it. Assyrian astronomy and itﬁ
Helleniec successor were blended with astrology; the anatomy
of Galenus was a branch of medieinej Ptolemean geography,
however admirable, hardly deserved the name of a science in
the modern sense. In any case such beginnings as had developed
of a taste for observational science were firmly condemned by
the rising authority of the Catholie Church. 8t. aAnzustine
brushed aside sciehtific observation as irrelevant to the true
purpose of thought which is salvation. The begimmings of
modern sclence in the 16th and 17th century are still profoundly
affected by scholasticism - as in ngfey and Desggftes - or by
Pythagorean number mysticism - as in Copernicus and Kepler.
The several founders of the Royal Society in 1660 still held a
very queer collection or views as to the nature of seientific
enguiry. It was not until about the time of Newton's Optie
(and partly by that great work) that the methods of modern
observational science became finally established. Unly since
then has there been established a body of men with the proper
temper of science, animated by a trug_}pve for its kncwledge
and further advancement. The growth of these senftiments occurred
within a small area of the globe, mostly in Western Europe afd
were shared at no time, however slightly, by more than a minority
of the local peopulation. Outside this region the appreciation
of puquEFience has remained uncngain and scientific research

at universities had to struggle against an indifferent and often

contemptuous, or even hostile, atmosphere.




o

2. 2

The revolutions of the twentieth century - though often

invoking the support of science - have emphatically repudiated

the love of sclence in itself and have compromised thereby the

whole future of science over the arpar under their sway. The
P el

passions which animate sﬂiﬂnee have not been planted long nor
— = * d&f & fu gLl ".La
- widelv in men's nearts and unless Mr’_ﬂtivated, they

may soon wither away and become extinet.
| ) : ;
The force of our appetitive drives declares our creaturely

— e

subjectlion to pleasure and paing the amotiuns which animate

——— —

intelligent performances nr0cla1n juuﬂﬂpnus of value. the most

— —

important value upheld by the cultivation of observational science

is that of intellectual beauty, which prevails throughout the

s

igher cognitive performances and is indeed even more pronounced

in the deductive sciences.
Secondly, the pursuit of our drives implies the supposition
that there exist objects which we have reason to desire or to

fgar; and gimilarly, all pasdlons aniﬂatlnr cognitive intellectual

performances imply a bellef in the existence of such kncwledge
of which these passions declarg the value. The kind of value
we attach to observational secience is ingeparably linked to the
kind of understanding we seek through science. 1t is associated
with our basic seientific bgliefs which define the very nature of
sclence as we conceive it.

The significance of the connection between passion, value

and belief is amplified by observing the division between the
heurigﬁic and the contemplative approaches to science. The latter
gontains the appreciation of the established results of science

and expresses thereby a person's general beliefs of what constitutes
a seientific explanation based on scientific evidence. ©Sclence

can continue to exlst as a coherent activity only so long as

these general beliefs are shared among a considerable group of
people (the scientists) and their reading public. In contrast

to science as read and taught, the heuristic approach comprises

geience in the making, or rather the attempt to make secience.

The emotlions and beliefs to the guidance of which discoverers




entrust their efforts are of a particular kind. They refer

to a restricted field and are held by an individual working in
it. ?he passionately pursued int}mations of discovery which
gulde jor delude/a seientist engaged in research, are a form of
intense al¥ertness which is closely akin to an animal's mood

on the look-out for signs as pointers towards the coming of some
interesting event. The scientist having a hunch (or being
possessed by a hunch) resembles the animal's effort to identify
a sign-event relation also in the faet that the hunch is almost
inarticulate. In contrast to the established knowledge of

sclence, its germinating ideas cannot be set out explicitly.

6. From the field of Observation exemplified by empirieal
scilence we turn to the field of Invention, the emotional tone
of which expresses itself in similar forms though with appropriate
variations in content. Passion, once more, implies wvaluation
and, being attached to a cognitive performance, it implies also
beliefss and once more we see the same characteristic differences
between the contemplation of accomplished results énd the heuristic
drive towards new results. Unmistakably, the engineer shares
the supreme delight of all cognitive intellectual performance,
the beauty of a simple and momentous solution. But unlike science,
technology sets ltself practical problems. In contrast to
sclence vhich cultivates the values of perceptivity and penetration,
the engineer's ideal is ingenuity. True ingermity must involve
the achievement of a practical advantage; for ingenulty which
achleves a disadvantage is but a caricature of itself. In setting
himgelf his problems the inventor must therefore always have an
advantage in mind with which the scientist is not concerned.
hence a conflict of values arises between the scientist and the I

engineer which makes it difficult to mix the two oceupations. l

J.R. Oppenheimer, the distinguished physieist who was in charge
of developing atomic weapons in Los Alamos during the Second World
War wrote on this subject: "The sclentist is irritated by the

practical preoccupations of the man concerned with development,
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and the man concerned with development thinks that the scientist
is lazy and of no account and is not doing a real job anyway.

Therefore the laboratory very soon gets to be all one thing or

all the other."t This confliet of values implies no contradictory

beliefs, for the disparate valuations refer tc the relevance and

not to the validity of the cognitive performances in guestion.

. 7. Mathematies starts off with the invention of very general
ﬁbif%;ﬁgzeptians)and symbolic operations, such as numbers and the

counting of things by numbers, which are felt to be apposite to

a wide range of possible instances. By applying these formal

constructions we can greatly extend our intellectual control over

alternative aspects of observﬁtional and manipulativg situations;

but mathematics goes beyond this by investigating the implications

T g B 2

of its own constructions-w;thiu bhﬁir aite}native aspects.

Moreover, mathematical inventiveness continuously amplifies this
enquiry by extending the conceptual structure of mathematics
beyond the field of apparent possible instances. This is the

most charactetistic performance of mathematics, vedeh—orir—iardy

The mathematiclan's power to form ever new conceptions and

to discover ever new implications in terms of these has been
; compared with the powers of poetry and music. Indeed, similarly
é to the masterpleces of these arts the works of mathematics are
' justified in themselves by purely internal evidence. They appeal
to an intallectuﬁi_ggnsibility fully shared only by a qull

I number of minds!possessing exceptional gifts, carefully matured

l - in a tradition which fosters this particular sensibility.

|
' }{IP lowhere is intellectual beauty so fully known and fastidiously

- — —

AA
.] appreciated in its various grades and qualities We=m in mathematics.

1. Atomle Scientists Bulletin, 1947, p.173.
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Penetration, profundity, but in the last resort beauty are the

measure of the mathematiecian's achievement among mathematicians.

Mathematics can be said to exist only to the extent to which
there lives a passion for its beauty in those who accredit the
existence of mathematies. Observational science which seeks
information about the nature of things and technology which
devises new ways of manipulating them share in this beauty, but
their gsubstance isﬂg:gf;ntirely deriveé!;;;m 1t-

8. Insofar as mathematics 1s an affirmation of beauty its
power does not depend on its denotative significance, even though
it can never be reduced to the héndling of marks on paper lacking
any symboliec yalue. But symbollie significance is largely
acquired in mathematics from the interest of the c?ntext in
which the symbali;gﬂ_gggcepts become involved. ' The conception
of a multiplicity of parallels to one line“through one point -
vhich'contradicted Euclid's Fifth Pcstuiate - was suggested many
times without making any irpression on mathematicians. It was |
only when Lobetshewsky and Bolyai showed that this conception
could be elaborated to a beautiful system of implications, that 4

Non-Buclidean geometry gained power over the minds of mathematic-

ians. It was the same with imaginary numbers until a caleulus
wag discovered into which -they-entered. The denotative function
is attenuated here so that it resembles that of a character in
fiction. There never was a person called Sherlock Holmes, nor
even a person like Sherlock Holmes. Yet this character was well
defined by the deseription of his consistent behaviour in a series
of fictitious situnations. Once Conan Doyle had composed a few
good storles with Sherlock Holmes as their hero, the image of

the detective - however absurd in itself - was clearly fixed for
the purposes of any further such stories. The main difference
between a fictitious character in mathematics, like a complex
number, and a phantastie character in a novel, as for example

Sherlock Holmes, lies in the greater hold which the latter has on
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Penetration, profundity, but in the last resort beauty are the
measure of the mathematician's achievement among mathematicians.
Mathematics can be said to exist only to the extent to which
there lives a passion for its beauty in those who accredit the
existence of mathematies. Observational science which seeks
information about the nature of things and technology which
devises new ways of manipulating them share in this beauty, but
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their substance is n-g entirely derived from it.

8. Insofar as mathematics is an affirmation of beauty its

power does not depend on its denotative significance, even though |

it can never be reduced to the handling of marks on paper lacking '

any symbolie value. But symbolic significance is largely

{4 acquired in mathematics from the interest of the context in

which the symbolised_?ggcepts become involved. * The conception
of a multAplicity of parallels to one line”throngh one point -
which’contradicted Euclid's Fifth PeStulate - -was suggested many
tines without making any irpression on-mathematicians. It was

& only when Lobetshewsky and Bolyai showed that this conception
could be elaborated to a beautiful system of Amplications, that

. Non-Eueclidean geometry gained power over the minds of mathematic-

- i ians. It "was the same with imaginary numbers until a caleulus
‘ was discovered into which -they-entered. The denotative function
[ is attenuated here so that it resembles that of a character in
‘- fietion. There never was a person called Sherlock Holmes, nor
even a person like Sherlock Holmes. Yet this character was well
i defined by the deseription of his consistent beshaviour in a series
l of fictitious situations. Once Conan Doyle had composed a few
good stories with Sherlock Holmes as their hero, the image of
the detective - however absurd in itself - was clearly fixed for
i B the purposes of any further such stories. The main difference
between a fictitlous character in mathematics, like a complex
B number, and a phantastic character in a novel, as for example

N U
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I Sherlock Holmes, lies in the greater hold whieh the latter has on
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our imegination. It is due to the much greater measure of

sensuonsly experienced elements which enter into the conception

of Sherlock Holmes. That is why we acquire an image and not
merely a conception of the detective.

This attenuation of the denotative function of articulation
is inherent in its pmesent application to alternative part-
relationships. For the same system of relationships can exist |
between items that are most unlike®y, like elements of geometry }
on the one hand and committees formed by partners in a banking

& '
The interest gn relational structures

g
firm on the other hand.
coineides with the prevalence of aesthetic waluation in the |

deductlve sclences, since the understanding of a complex and

slgnificant structure is the greatest source of contemplative
intellectual pleasure. Combined with the concomitant attenmation |
of the denotative functions, the discovery of interesting
mathematical systems attains the status of a supremedy free
ereative act. Preser—than—sclentific disecovery whieh-depsnds-on

speeifieobsérvations-and -freer-than-practieel-dnvention which

mst serve.femporal advamtazes

9. The parallel which I have drawn between mathematies and
fiction can be extended to include other forms of art which belong
more properly to the field of articulation exeluding convivial

Sada
relations. Painting and music oa—3n an aesthetic

appreciation of complex relationships. They discover or create

these relationships within structures composed of utterances

having little denotative content.

The simplest musical effects can be expressed in numerical
relations between the frequencies of the notes sounded. Like
mathematics, misic articulates a range of rational relations for
the sake of the pleasure of understanding them. We may class

painting in a neighbouring category; like misie, it neither

o

& comp. Kasner and Newman, Mathematics and Imagination.

(1L949) p.l5l1.
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seeks information about the naturs of things, nor tries to

manipulate them to some purpose; but ereates instead a field

- of harmonious representation. Abstract painting bears indeed
the same relation to geometry as musit has to numbers. In
contrast to mathematics articulation is not attenuated heres by
abstraction but by filling it with a strong sensuous content.
A pateh of colour or a musical note are so substantial in
themselves that they become articulate without necessarily
pointing beyond themselves. <They are at once a thing and a

1 pocrbimg owl S A X
thing o) Br(1ts own striking sensaa? presence. ( e A*rj,r,ﬁﬂﬂ

Yet painting and music have done perhaps more than science,

technology and mathematics = in makirﬁ human beings
into what thep are today, 4 f ;‘Eeir sensibility,
ange 0f their emotional resources and {Etﬁﬁﬁﬁf&gf
7

of eultural obligations. It is in view of thié power of the

visual and musical arts to release, formulate and diseipline our

hldden faculties Mg harmonious experlence that I wish fto add them
here to the province of Interpretation, which hitherto contained
alone the deductive scilences. The -concept of Interpretation
which represents here the-artieulate sbage-of an-objeet~directed
L appreciation gf alterndtive part-relationshlips will be further

i strengthened when we /shall find an -importent—eounterpart te it

| in the figld of con¢ivial intelligenee..

| g £ A
i il e TV Jl:t.w'-c-* Jr rnc i
] - -
I |

el e
;I ' 10. -Therets Gne-mﬂre;ﬁharacteristic feature éleasely
related to the rest of thelr distinetive gualities - Bé which the
intellectusl performances ﬂTDdPht here uhder the common heading
i| of Interpretation dibfbr_iraﬁ Gbser?atlzﬁ hnd Inventions Gheush
| once_mare-the-difference-is one of degree. | Ad—ebiect=directed

I intelligence has to-operate within the limits set by a state of

l
| h’ af'feirs among objeets. Observation can only discover existing

| 1

i‘ sign-event relatlons and Invention is restricted by the potential-
ities of matter and value. Mathematics, painting, msic are all

| freer and therefore more overtly creative. A symphony is
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obviously something new achieved by the human mind; but if we

! call it a symphony we also recognise it as something valid to

which we owe recognition. fhus Interpretation confronts us
forcibly for the first time with the paradox that our intelligence
both creates and discovers its products. It fulfils creative
potentialities according to standards which 1t appears to set
itself for the purpose of disciplining and thereby making effective !
its creativity. This active-passive rfle of our minds will be

seen to bear on the very centre of the philosophic problem as 1

shall try to define 1t.

11. This completes the survey of emotional colouring
throughout the province of object-directed lntellectnal performances
on the inarticulate as well as on the articulate level. With
this in mind we may now resume the study of interpersonal relations ||
which had first presented us forcefully with the hitherto neglected
affective gualities of mental processes.

The previous-flash-baclto object=directed inteliligence was,
inserted at the-point-where I was-about to-proceed from: the
inartieunlate to the artienlate forms of conviwviality. Lef me |
briefiy illuminete once more-to the starting point on which-this
step-will have to reply. We have distingulshed three kinds of '
inarticulate conviviality. (1) Transmission of experience
(2) Practical interactlon (3) Knowledge of persons. In the
examples which I have given for the first of these processes we
see how the pain of mutilation suffered by one person strikes
horror in another. Cruelty experienced at second hand may
indeed completely overwhelm us, causing loss of consclousness
and even acute mental derangement; and afterwards 1t may haunt
us during the rest of our lives. oimilarly, there is in us the
capacity for sharing others' pleasures; provided that our

affection for them exceeds our envy of them. 'Einthlung', the

direct response to another person's experiences by which we lknow
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that experience, has been called empathy. We see that this

faculty is guidpﬂ Dy sympathy, which is the identification of

our person w1tp ajother by Tellow feeling. Our affection for
others makes us liable to be affected by what affects them.

We may say that empathie reception from a person depends on
emotionally tuninzg in on that person. Therein lies the
characteristically convlv'dl I—;hou relationship which contrasts
with the object~directed I-It relationship.

furn now to practical relations between menj the relation

of master and servant, of iﬂdﬁer and follower, of parent and
child, of husband and wife, of friends, of foes, of rivals, of
comrades in effort or danger, indeed all rational interactions
between persons, owe thelr st rengti,an& derive their character
from a complex interplay of emotions. A man whose convivial
emotions were dead would live in complete solitude. He might

still observe men and take thelr BEUlOHu into nCFOILU} but he

would live alone in a uahaviourist s paradise surrounded only by
robots, not pefsons.

Our capacity to lmow another person as a person underlies
indeed both our empathic and practical responsiveness to other
persons. *his is manifested distinctively, as Martin Buber
and J.H. 0ldham have made clear, in that we may 'encounter' a
person. We may listen to a person and address him, even though

he be but a newborn baby. Such inarticunlate listening and

addressing is purely emotional. And in it is rooted all articulate)

knowledge of persons, all commnication and interplay between
persons. Indeed, emotional perspicacity can dispel the recurrent
confusions creatad between persons by talking to each other. Tor
it sees the other person directly as such, by the light of love.
'But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you, and loved the sorrows
on your changing face' wrote Yeats. ihis defines the distinctive
identification of a person which underlies all life between men

and women. You cannot lmow a person from observation, you must

e e -...—__.:,-L.__'
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listen to him; and 1t is little use to listen in envy, contempt

or fear; only the loving listener will get to kmow the person

whom he encounters. |

4y

12. And now at last we may turn to the artieulation o
convivialitys but not without ineluding introductorily a |
reference to the principles governing the articulation of the
appetitive and sensual affectlions in which conviviality is rooted.

Both hunger and the satisfaction of hunger have a bearing on food;

efer-

H

and likewise, sexual desire and sexual satisfaction have a
ence to objects. But the main interest of the appetitive and
sensual approach 1s not to observe, nor to manipulate or to draw
inferences -~ it is altogether not cognitive but existential.

It is a way of being, not of knowing. Lo the extent to which
emotions pervade my whole person they cause changes of my person
which I can record only from a point of view that is itself
affected by the change. I cannot apply any stable cognitive
framework to my emotions. I mist either consent to be submerged
by them or struggle to liberate myself from them, and such actions
are not cognitive assent or dlissent, but existential acceptance

or refusal.

g 22 ¥ M |
Accordingly, the artieulation of an emotion is not a denotative
|

symbol but stands for an act or an experience. It is an utterance
which supplements our emotional physiognomy by specifying our

feelings in an articulate manner. In conviviality this function

of articulation shows up most elementarily in the practical

interactions between persons.

13. For a moment my argument must asgume here a soOmewhat

polemical edge. Ihe essential part whieh I have aseribed to .

"

emotional respenses in the performances of intelligence, stand |
in sharp copflict to the aim of eritical philogophy to eliminate
all emotive elements’ of thought #thich inevitéably interfere with

its objectivity. In this view the ideal of thought is dispass-
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iohate lnowledge and inférence, and the ideal of langunage 1is
unambi guous denotatiof used for strictly presceribed logical
aperatiqns. Inteppersaﬂally, such language serves merely the
purpose Ef commaumicating lmowledge. The movement of modern
logic whichQBqdie started in 1846 has since laboured towards the
ideal of am;ﬁhambiguougly comminicative language freed from |
emotinnal;ﬁias. though recently linguistic eriticism has
snmewhﬁf enlarged Its conception of langnage and no longer seeks

J

ate altogether the emotional content of language, these

pgilasophic intention. Indeed, the study of lingzulstic usage,
K%wever open-minded, can innitself hardly ever lead to any
important and cerftainly never.to any fundamental affirmation.

For a dispassionate serutiny of aur passions inevitably reduces
them to a merely subjective statuéﬁand thus debars us from giving
ourselves to those passions which alone can carry our deepest
convictions. It is'with this in minduthat I shall now give a
brief survey of the convivial nuse of lan?ﬁage with an emphasis

on its emotional roots.

14, Take first the field of practical relations between
persons. lhey are artleulated by one of the most powerful uses
of language which 1s preponderantly emotional. It is abuse and
pralse. lo call a man a cad conveys hardly any information and
1s akin rather to the act of striking him. The man who is called
a liar or a coward shrivels up under the lmpact of such abuse
and must hit back or otherwise vindicate@ himself if he is to
escape permanent loss of self-esteem. Ifhe slanging matches
which are formally arranged among various primitive tribes are
true battles fought by the weapon of ahuse. Abuse and praise |
have an infinite wvariety of shades, all of which form only one

eclags within a much broader range of articulate emotional impacts.

a

s Sneers, endearments, threats,

o

Commands, complaints, appeals, jokes

are a few of the innumerable forms of speech by which one person
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may affect another, essentially without passing on information.

And 1t is by this form of language that the practical inter-
relations of human beings are primarily established and regulated.
Even when people communicate matters of fact to each other this

is done more often than not for the mere purpose of companionship.
Gossip is indispensable and most conversation is gossipy; the ‘
torment of solitary confinement is not that it deprives of |

information but of gossip.

15. But let me now turn more directly to the process of
ccmmunicazionﬁgo which the logical eriticism of language originally
intended to reduce the interpersonal uge of languag@. For the
purposes of analysis we may describe communication as an extension
of the solitary articulation of object-directed intelligence.

We may recall that the latiter may refer to sign-event, to means-
ends or to alternative part-relationships. Solitary articulation
involves two assumptions: (1) that an utterance can be identified
by one person and (2) that it can be nsed consistently as a

gymbol of something or instances of the same thing by one person.
Such artienlation then stands for a denotation. Commnication

by the use of denotation is possible within a group of persons

if (1) they mitually identify the same utterances and (2) mutually
denote by them the same designates. A1l such mitual recognition
and understanding of language must ultimately rely cn the
inarticulate trarismission of experience between persons. All |
articulate commmnication relies in the last resort on the mutual
identification of persons in respeet to the meaning of the
utterances used by them. This is the kind of identification -

of which I have given numerous examples - underlying the whole
cla;s of inarticulate processes and direcetly transmitting an
experlence from one person to another. Thus the assumption that
people can exchange informatipn by talking to each other 1s seen

to imply the anterior assumption that persons can know each

other's minds and can rely on knowing 1t, merely by sympathetically

responding to what another person does or undergoes in one's

presence.




16. All artieulate conviviality entails emotion,

langnage is convivial before it is informative. This

true if the information conveys a knowledge of persons.

presupposes links of emotional identifications, both between th

persons commmicating with each other on one hand and betwee

these persons and the person (or the kind of persons) who form

ormation whiech is being exchanged on the

La

'he last three paragraphs offer a preliminary outline of
s of articulation which are embodied in three great

departments of soclial lore.

17. While the subject matter of the Lecture has touched

cr

¢ by implication on a great many philosophic problems, the necessity

:'.-i

of paying serious attention to them and pursuing them systematically






