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[EDITOR’'SNOTE: Professor John C. Polanyi, a son of Michael Polanyi who became a Nobel
Laureate in 1986, made the following remarks on the occasion of the Michael Polanyi Liberal
Philosophical Association Commemor ative Conferencein Budapest, Hungary in August of 1991.]

| am grateful for this opportunity to re-establish contact with anation that | knew best before | was born. |
have no doubt that through my parents | owe a great deal to this city and this country.

My father, Michael Polanyi, whose centennial is celebrated this year, was the youngest child of Hungarian
parents, themselves born in the middle of the last century. My father went to school and to university in Budapest.
He served asajunior officer in the Austro-Hungarian army in the First World War.

Followingabrief periodintheMinistry of Healthin Count Karolyi’ sgovernment, hewent to Germany to pursue
acareer in scientific research. At that time Germany was the world capital for science, asthe United Statesistoday.

Fromthe age of about twenty-nineand for the remaining fifty yearsof hisactivelife, hetravelledwidely, but
almost never to Hungary. Hishomefor over forty yearswas England, a country which heloved. But he continued in
his heart to honour theliberal and creative Hungary that he had known, and the Europe that he feared had passed into
history.

Few people have thought as profoundly and passionately about the tragedy of Europe ashedid. Helaid that
tragedy at the door of perverted science. In summarizing hisviewsin thisfashion | use wordsthat he might not have
used, but | do not think that | distort hisideas greatly by doing so.

TheNationa Sociaists(theNazi’ s)in Germany, andtheM arxistsinthe Soviet Union-- each of whomengulfed
thiscountry in horror -- held to the view that what was not part of science could not sensibly be regarded as existing.
It followed that morality did not exist, except asaremnant of outdated superstitions. Truth, justice, and tolerance had
been, they believed, shown to be mere impediments to scientific progress.

Thiswasaflagrant distortion of reality. Thefact isthat science owesits power toitscommitment to precisely
these values. Sciencerespects opinionswhich are honestly held -- and not because of therace, religion, or social class
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of theindividual who holdstheview. Scienceflourishesonly to the extent that it respectstheindividual and tolerates
dissent. Justice is served by requiring each new scientific proposition to prove itself before the court of scientific
opinion.

Sciencedoesnot needtolevy finesor impose prison sentenceson thosewhofail to acknowledgethecurvature
of the earth or the existence of atoms. Thetruth, if it isindeed the truth, does not need to be established at the point
of abayonet. Nor, if itisnot thetruth, will abayonet makeit true.

Far from validating the horrors of the recent past, science, with the other arts, has provided arallying point
for opposition to tyranny. And far from embracing science, the tyrants of this new age have found themselves at war
with science-- attempting to discredit scientific leaders (Einstein, Pauling, Sakharov, and now Fang Lizhi).

Therenaissance of Europeisamarvel my father sensed, but never saw. That renai ssance does not mean that
history is over. Civilised values will continue to be threatened for the rest of time. Not by barbarians so much as
misguidedidealists, whointheirimpatienceandignoranceurgeustojettisoncivilised values. Wewill continuetoneed
individual s with the wisdom to warn us of these hazards. Michagl Polanyi was such aone, | believe.



