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Preface

Thisissuebeginswithavery thoughtful memorial noteon Edward Shils,
afigurewho was both Michael Polanyi'sfriend and colleague. Stephen Turner
doesanicejob of showing how Polanyi influenced Shils' social theory aswell
ashow Shilsinfluenced Polanyi'sideas. Followingisoneof Edward Shils final
essayswhichwassubstantially compl eted at thetimeof hisdeathin January 1995.
“OntheTraditionof thelntellectuals: Authority and AntinomianismAccording
toMichael Polanyi” grew out of thewonderfully witty andilluminating material
Shilspreparedfor hisaddressat thePolanyi centennial at Kent Statein April 1991.
Itisonly throughtheeffortsof RichardH. Schmitt and ChristineC. Schnusenberg,
two longtime Shils associates, that TAD has been able to see to conclusion
Professor Shils desiretopublishhisreflections. Thecareand commitment shown
inpreparing thefinal essay by thesetwo reflectsnot only their ownintegrity but
that of Edward Shils.

Thereisasointhisissuebothashort review aswell asalonger review
essay on Sheldon Richmond's recent book Aesthetic Criteria: Gombrich and
Philosophies of Science of Popper and Polanyi. Barbara Baumgarten's brief
reflections are complemented by Andy Sanders point by point examination to
whichRichmondkindly agreedbriefly torespond. Additionally, therearereviews
of a1993 collection of essaysby William Poteat and Joan Crewdson’'snew book
on Polanyi and Christian doctrine.

Y ouwill findonpage4, theannual call for papersfor thePolanyi Society
meeting to be held next Fall. Proposals need to bereceived by David Rutledge
by the middle of March.

Pleasebeawar ethat thisissueisthesecond inthecurrent subscription cycle.
Duesar ecollected each Fall at thebeginningof theacademicyear . | f you have
neglectedtopay your dues, pleasedosoimmediately. Remember that several
business procedures are new this subscription cycle: We are diligently
attemptingtoshift all subscriptions,includingthoseoutsidetheUnited States,
tothecycleidentified above. All duesar enow mailedtome(Phil M ullins) rather
thanRichard Gelwick ,asthey havebeeninthepast. Alsoyounowmay charge
member shipdueswith acredit cardif you providethecard number, expiration
dateandname.

Phil Mullins

Tradition and Discovery isindexed selectivelyin The
Philosopher’sIndex and Religion One: Periodicals. Book
reviews areindexedin Indexto Book Reviews in Religion.




NEWSAND NOTES

Weareworkingonpublishing,inaformasinexpensiveas
possible, the proceeding of the Kent State Centennial
Conference. A January deadline hasbeen set for submit-
ting copies of presented papers, and we have attempted
to contact all personswho did presentations. Wewill not
haveall of the papersfor several reasons. Some persons,
such as John Polanyi, wanted presentations to remain
informal and unpublished. Othersdid not submit copies
of their papers. Somewewerenever abletoreachtosolicit
papers. Nevertheless, we do have most of the major
addresses and papers. Presently, itlookslikeit may take
two or three volumesto hold them. These materialslook
asif they will be useful for future scholarship on Polanyi.
When these proceedings are available, Polanyi Society
memberswill benctified.

If you have not already, you are invited to join the
el ectronicdiscussionlist on Polanyi which John Apczynski
moderates. Asarecent converttoe-mail communication,
| want toadd my encouragement toearlier invitationsfrom
Apczynski and Phil Mullins. Itisinvigorating and stimu-
lating to be ableto sit down on any day and have conver-
sations about Polanyian matters with scholars acrossthe
world. Inthe past month, | noticed correspondencefrom
scholarsin Austria, New Zealand and Australiaaswell as
the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the United
States. Seethesection of thisissuetitled"Informationon
Electronic Discussion Group") for directions on how to
subscribe.

From the database Expanded Academic Index (1/16/96),
thefollowing articleisrelevant to Polanyi:

"Postmodern Ethics: Richard Rorty and Michael Polanyi*.
John Rothfork. Southern Humanities Review (Winter
1995), val. 29, no. 1, pp. 15-34. Abstract: Theissuewith
postmodernismiswhether postmodernismcanmaintaina
positive ethics with the scathing action of its methods

which destroys epistemological assertions about truth
and metaphysical assertions about substantive concepts
such as God or Reason. Richard Rorty was aways clear
about theinevitabl e outcomeof social and moral thought.
Michael Polanyi and his Aristotelian orientation have
been incorporated to support the moral and political
responsibility of Rorty's stand.

R.T.Allenislaunchinganew journal Appraisal early in
1996 anditsfirstissuewill includethreearticlesaswell as
reviewsfocused onPolanyi and Polanyi influenced schol -
arship. Although not devoted exclusively to Polanyi,
Appraisal plans to reprint some material from TAD and
Polanyiana. Allen writes that a new book that he has
edited, Society, Economics, Philosophy: Essays by
Michael Polanyi, is scheduled for publication by Trans-
action Publishers (Rutgers) in Spring 1996. Thevolume
will include25 of Polanyi'sarticlesnot previously incorpo-
ratedintohisbooks, includingtwoarticlesthat areEnglish
transl ationsby EndreNagy of essaysoriginally published
inHungarian. Allen hasrecently written ashort entry on
Polanyi for thenew Routledge Encycl opaedia of Philoso-
phy and reports that Norman Wetherick has written a
similar entry for Routledge's Biographical Dictionary of
Psychology.

Richard Gelwick



The Polanyi Society
Call for Papers

The Polanyi Society will convene again during the annual meeting of the American Academy of Religion/
Society of Biblical LiteratureinNew Orleans, LA, November 23-26, 1996. Scholarsinterestedin Michagel Polanyi’s
work and itsimplications are encouraged to submit one-page paper proposals for the meeting to David Rutledge
by March 15, 1996. Though all submissions are welcome, we are particularly interested in receiving proposalson
the following topics: “Teaching Polanyi and Polanyian Teaching,” and “Tacit Knowing and Psychology.” Asin
past sessions, we anticipate the AAR/SBL will alow the Polanyi Society one program session on Saturday,
November 23, inwhich two paperswill be discussed. Proposalsfor shorter papers and/or an additional program
session will, however, be considered.

Proposals should be sent to: David W. Rutledge
Department of Religion
FurmanUniversity
Greenville, S.C. 29613
Fax: 803-294-300
Tel: 803-294-32960r-2162
e-mail: rutledge david/furman@furman.edu

We have enjoyed excellent sessionsin recent years, and want to thank Polanyi Society membersfor their partici-
pation. We look forward to receiving your proposalsfor New Orleans!



