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Preface

| am pleased to include in thisissue ashort article by Walter Gulick,
arecent Fulbright L ecturer in Budapest who worked closely with members of
the Michael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical Association during his tenure in
Hungary. Gulick provideshelpful information about the MPL PA and interest
inPolanyi inHungary. Thereisaswell material describingthemost recentissue
or TAD's sister journal, Polanyiana, which is an MPLPA project. Terence
Kennedy's article explores affinities between Polanyi'sthought and that of the
Roman Catholicmoral theol ogian Bernard Haring. Jerry Gill'srefl ectionsspeak
about teaching and learning. Gill wasarecent participant inthe conversations
withWilliam Poteat (amasterful teacher who explored Pol anyi'sideaswith Gill
and many generations of students) sponsored by The Polanyi Society in
Washingtonlast November. Robert Doede'spaper wasoriginally givenat 1992
gathering of ThePolanyi Society. Itisacareful philosophical essay which sets
forth the concept of mindin Jerry Fodor's cognitive science and comparesthis
perspective with Polanyi's richer ideas about body, meaning and mind.

After aninteresting pair of meetingsthisyear focusing upon William
Poteat, ThePolanyi Society annua meeting (heldinconjunctionwiththeannual
meeting of the American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature) will
reverttoitsearlier format: seeDavid Rutledge'scall for papers(p. 5) whichcarries
aMarch deadline. The electronic discussion list on Polanyi's thought (p. 46)
continuesto gain subscribers. Unlikesomelists, itisnot theannoying typethat
inundates you with mail; in fact, it is so quiet, some of uswill be soon writing
into stimulate abit of discussion. Plugin, if youlike.

Phil Mullins

Tradition and Discovery isindexed selectively in The
Philosopher’sIndex and Religion One: Periodicals. Book
reviews are indexed in Index to Book Reviews in Religion.
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NEWSAND NOTES

The Polanyi Society meeting at the American
Academy of Religion in Washington, D.C., Nov. 19 and
20featured dialoguewith William H. Poteat whose
teaching and writing have probed many areasin
common with those of Michael Polanyi. The sessions
were remarkable for their sustained discussion of
Poteat’ s thought and gave everyone present a special
opportunity to understand better Poteat’s appreciation
of Polanyi and also Poteat’ s sense of his own differ-
ence from Polanyi. Poteat stated that he regarded his
ownwork asmoreradical than Polanyi’s. Poteat
compared hisway of changing our way of thinking to
the Copernican revolution and asserted this through
his thorough discussion of his overcoming the
Cartesian dichotomy by his*“mindbody” theme. The
Friday evening session, presided over by Ron Hall,
pursued mainly understanding Poteat’ s thought. The
Saturday morning session, presided over by Charles
McCoy, pursued comparisons and contrasts with
Polanyi. The content of these sessions is much too
rich and subtle to be reduced to summary. Audio tapes
areavailablefor $7.00from David Rutledge(Religion
Department, FurmanUniversity, Greenville, SC29613).
There also may be a transcript made of these sessions.
For further information, please contact David Rutledge.
As one of those who have profited greatly by Poteat’s
writing, hisinterestsin Polanyi and the effect of his
excellent teaching on many of our associatesin The
Polanyi Society, | was helpfully informed and strongly
impressed as he led usin discussing hiswork. Many
of us could see why Poteat is regarded as a great
teacher and thinker and deserving of the loyalty and
admiration of hisformer students.

A timely publication for this event wasa
volume of articles and essays edited by James Nickell
and JamesW. Stines, The Primacy of Personsand the
Language of Culture: Essays by William H. Poteat.

Whilethisvolumewill bereviewedin TAD, | recom-
mend your ordering it from the University of Missouri
Press, Columbia, Missouri.

ThisPolanyi Society meeting at the AAR
brought together the most persons at an AAR meeting
since our originating meeting with T. F. Torrance at the
AARiInChicagoin1975. Approximately 40 persons
attended the Friday evening session and 30 attended
the Saturday morning session. It was good to see some
stalwart memberslikeJerry Gill and GeneReeves
again. Geneisdtill teachingin Japan, and Jerry Gill isat
the Collegeof St. Rosein Albany, New Y ork.

The publicationslinein our renewal subscrip-
tion form is producing more news of relevant publica-
tions and papers by our members. Below isalist
compiled from recent receipts. If I have missed
someone, pleaselet me know.

BarbaraD.Baumgarten completedin 1992 her Ph.D. at
the Graduate Theological Union with adissertation on
Visual Art as Theology: A Post-critical Aesthetic for
Theology Based on the Epistemol ogy of Michael
Polanyi. She also presented last March at the Western
Region of the AAR “Contemplation and Artistic
Expression: Some ReflectionsBased on the Epistemol -
ogy of Michael Polanyi.”

Harvey Birenbaum, inliteratureat San Jose State
University, has done a comparison of Nietzsche and
Blake: Between Blake and Nietzsche: The Reality of
Culture, Bucknell University Press, 1992 (available
through Associated University Presses, 440 Forsgate
Drive, Cranbury, NJ08512). Birenbaum“ arguesthat
structuralism and poststructuralism have both left us,
unnecessarily, with a highly attenuated view of what
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cultureis, how it operates, and how it relates to the
personal existence of human beings.” The book also
includes* an epistemological view of myth that
accountsfor the creative ambiguity of cultural reality.”

Jerry H. Gill continues his productive work: Mediated
Transcendence, Mercer University Press, 1990;
Merleau-Ponty and Metaphor, Humanities Press, 1991;
and Learning to Learn: Toward a Philosophy of
Education, Humanities Press, 1993.

Spencer M cWilliamsreportstwo recent publications:
“Construct No Idols,” International Journal of
Personal Construct Psychology, 6, No. 3, 269-280 and
“The Sacred Way of Liberal Arts,” Journal of General
Education, 42, No. 4, 255-269.

Walter B.Mead’ sarticleon*JohnH. Hallowell: A
Political Philosopher’ sCritique of HisProfession’s
Paradigm,” The Political Science Review, 1993
providesinsight into one of the Duke University
professors who introduced graduate students to
Polanyi.

Martin X. Moleski has shown avaluable connectionin
his“Illative Sense and Tacit Knowledge: A Compari-
son of the Epistemol ogies of John Henry Newman and
Michael Polanyi” in John Henry Newman: Theology of
Reform, Michael E. Allsopp and Ronald R. Burke (eds.),
New Y ork: Garland Press, 1992.

Arthur S. Reber, one of the plenary speakers at the
Kent State Centennial, has continued his application of
Polanyian ideas as can be seen in his new book
published by Oxford University Press: Implicit
Learning and Tacit Knowledge, An Essay on the
Cognitive Unconscious, New Y ork, 1993.

A special issue of the philosophical journal The
Personalist Forumis devoted to Michagl Polanyi's
thought, and will appear early in 1994. Theissuewill
contain two different articles on Polanyi and Kant by
Ronald Hall and by Walter Gulick, andanarticle by
Phil Mullins sketching a narrative of the self based on
Polanyian themes. Inaddition, reviewsof Ron Hall's
book Word and Spirit (by Jim Edwar ds) , of William
Poteat's Philosophical Daybook (by Jim Stines), and
of Robert Pirsig'snovel Lila (by Richard Gelwick)
show how fertile Polanyi's perspective has been for
other thinkers. David Rutledge edited theissug; itis
published by Mercer University Press, and isavailable
for $5.00from ThomasO. Buford, Department of
Philosophy, FurmanUniversity, Greenville, SC29613.



The Polanyi Society
Call For Papers

Asinpreviousyears, ThePolanyi Society i splanningto hold ameetingin conjunctionwiththe American
Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literatureannual meeting, whichwill beheld November 19-22,1994in
Chicago, IL. The Society will follow itsrecent pattern of asking to be scheduled just prior to the opening of the
annual meeting; as the AAR/SBL is considering beginning their sessions on Saturday morning, we may be
scheduled for Friday evening, November 18th. We should have that information later this year.

If you areinterested in presenting a paper at this session, please submit to David Rutledge by Friday,
March 11, 1994, aproposal of approximately 300words, onaplain sheet withoutidentification. If thereareseveral
proposalsforthcoming, ajury of Society memberswill be convened to do ablind reading of the candidates. We
are planning for an hour and a quarter discussion of each of two papers, which will be distributed prior to the
meeting. Paper titles, authors, and respondentswill belistedinthe AAR/SBL ProgramintheAdditional Meetings
section. We encourage papers on any topic related--directly or indirectly--to the thought of Michael Polanyi
or his concerns.

David Rutledge

Coordinator for Religious Studies
The Polanyi Society
(803-294-329%)

Mailing Address: Department of Religion
Furman University
Greenville, SC29613



POLANYI| STUDIESIN HUNGARY

Walter B. Gulick

Last year | had thegreat good fortuneto beappointed aFul bright Scholar toteach at the Technical University
of Budapest. On January 26, 1993, my wifeand | were met at the Budapest airport by GabriellaUjlaki, and then began
perhapstherichest six months of my life. My official dutieswere not too complicated: toteach acoursein Business
Ethicsat Technical University and acoursein Contemporary American Philosophy at EotvosL orand University, also
in Budapest. These official duties, it soon turned out, were but the appetizers for a del ectable dinner of Hungarian
culture, amany course meal we enjoyed in the company of some wonderful people.

However, my purposeinthisarticleisnot to recount the splendors of our experience, but to speak of asister
organization, the Michael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical Association, and the state of Polanyian studies today in
Hungary. SinceitsfoundinginBudapestin 1990, theM PL PA hascompiledanimpressivenumber of accomplishments.
Il speak of some of theseachi evementsin the context of an account of recent devel opmentsin Hungarian phil osophy
and culture.

When the Hungarian communi st government collapsed in 1989, littlewasknown in Hungary about theideas
of Michael Polanyi. Hisstrong support of economic, political and cultural freedom made histhought unacceptablein
official circles. After all, he played aleading rolein the Congress for Cultural Freedom, agroup firmly opposed to
communism. While much Western writing was smuggled into Hungary during thecommunist era, | don’t believeany
specid attention was paid to Polanyi’ sthought. Rather the importance of theideas of Polanyi, anative born son, is
still in the process of becoming recognized by Hungarians.

In bringing about this recognition, the MPLPA is having by far the largest impact. Perhaps its greatest
contribution has been in making Polanyi’ swork availablein Hungarian translation. The Atlantisz Publishing House
published Michael Polanyi’ s Selected Philosophical Writingsin 1992, acollection edited by EndreNagy and Gabriella
Ujlaki. Includedinthiscollectionaremany articlesfrom Knowing and Being. Twoissuesof Polanyiana, theMPLPA
sponsoredjournal, al so containtransl ationsof Polanyi’ sarticles. Any timenow Personal Knowledgewill bepublished
inatranslation by MariaPap and Gyorgy Petri. The Study of Man and The Tacit Dimension, already translated, await
final revisions. Soon Science, Faith and Society will be trandated. | find it remarkable that so much has been
accomplished in four years.

Polanyianaisvital to the assimilation and critique of Polanyi among Hungarian academics. Theplanisthat
two Englishlanguageandtwo Hungarianissueswill bepublished eachyear, althoughthat appearsto meto beambitious
giventherdatively few number of Polanyi scholarsin Hungary. Inany case, theavailablity of Polanyianaoffersthose
of uswriting in English agreat opportunity. Itsformat can accommodate longer, more devel oped articles than can
usually be handled by Tradition and Discovery. | was pleased to be ableto be hel pful by serving as Englishlanguage
editor for adoubleissue of Polanyiana. |nformation about how to subscribeto and submit articlesto Polanyiana can
be found elsewhere in thisissue of Tradition and Discovery.



The MPLPA has been working to ensure that there are resources available in Hungary to support further
Polanyi scholarship. Endre Nagy and Gabriella Ujlaki have made two tripsto the Joseph Regenstein Library at the
University of Chicago in order to microfilm the most important of the Polanyi papers housed there. Last spring 44
microfilmsof thesepapersarrivedin Hungary and arenow stored at the L ibrary of theHungarian Academy of Sciences.
Catal oguing their contentsisnow in progress. Inaddition, EvaGabor and Gabor Pallo have found and brought home
Polanyi’ sletters and manuscripts from such places as Manchester, Oxford and Berlin.

An ultimate aim motivating the MPLPA’ s activity isto found the Polanyi Archives asaresearch center for
the study of the thought of Polanyi and other members of the tradition of philosophical liberalismin Central Europe.
A number of personal items, already gathered, will beincluded inthesearchives. Lettersby membersof the Polanyi
family have already been assembled by Erzsebet V ezer, ashave some photos. The Archiveswill aso contain books,
articles, and documents dealing with the Polanyis. Thisvery article will no doubt soon be nested there.

The MPLPA has already sponsored a number of conferences and lectures dealing with Polanyi. Richard
Gelwick reported on the Polanyi Centennial Commemorative Conference held in Budapest August 24-26, 1991; see
Traditionand Discovery XV 11:3(1991). Asanew initiative, theMPL PA hasannounced acompetitionfor youngwriters.

All that theM PL PA hasaccomplished would not havebeen possi blewithout theai d of considerablefinancial
support. The Soros Foundation has been especially generousin its support of the Association’ sactivities. Asistrue
of the other Eastern Eupopean countries, Hungary is still seeking to find a secure placein the global economy, and
thetransitionisnot easy. Thereal income of professorsisdeclining, and | can assure you academic salaries would
by themselvesnot all ow for thetraveling Hungarian Polanyianshavebeen abletodo. Eventually thework of theM PL PA
will haveto be self supporting, but for now the assistance of the Soros Foundation, Central European University and
other groups has been indispensable.

In one major respect theintentions of the M PL PA areunlikethose of The Polanyi Society in North America.
Ashasbeen already suggested, the Michael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical Association hasasitsaim aninvestigation
of “thephilosophical, historical, sociol ogical, psychol ogical rootsand resultsof thetradition of Central Europeanliberal
thought” (Polanyiana2:3, p. 63). Thismeansthegroupisinterested inthethought of Karl aswell asMichael Polanyi
—andinsuchthinkersasMannheim, Popper, Hayek, K oestler, L akatos, and even Wittgenstein. LeeCongdon’ sbook,
Exileand Social Thought: Hungarian IntellectualsIn Germany and Austria 1891-1933 (Princeton University Press)
provides a most helpful background for understanding this Central European tradition of liberal thought. To date,
however, the broad interest of the MPLPA has remained latent and almost exclusive attention has been devoted to
Michael Polanyi.

Eva Gabor writes about the “liberal” in the association’ stitlein these terms:
At the very first meeting, we had a debate about the word “liberal” occurring in the name of the
Society. Therewerefearsthat perhaps some would misunderstand the meaning of thisword. We

do not want to lay emphasis on its political connotation; only the philosophical implications are

important for us. We consider ourselvesto be a Society of open minded, liberal -oriented thinkers.
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Thiswastheleading ideaof Michael Polanyi inall hislifeand work (Polanyiana 2:1,2, p. 12).

EndreNagy’ sargumentswere especially pursuasivein convincing the new society toincludetheword“liberal” inits
title. Hisarticleinthe current issue of Polanyiana, “ Civil Society in Michael Polanyi’ s Thought,” ismost helpful in
indicating how Polanyi’ ssocia thought isrelevant to Hungary’ s devel oping economic, civic and political structures.

Itishardfor usinthe West toimaginethe emotion connected to theword “liberal” in Hungarian society. On
thisword pivots the whole contrast between a controlled and afree society. AsNagy makes clear, Hungarians did
not revolt agai nst communism primarily for economicreasons. Actually, Hungary’ seconomy wasoneof theheal thiest
intheeasternbloc; it profited greatly fromtradewiththeold USSR. No, Hungariansturned fromcommunism primarily
because the freedom to speak, travel and organizewasimpeded. Thethreatsto liberty — to liberalism — were often
subtle, but they were definitely felt.

Today, after four yearsof attemptsto makethe Hungarian economy moreefficient soit can competeeffectively
intheglobal economy, theword“liberal” retai nsitspower toattract an emotional response. Unemployment, previously
unknownincommuni st soci ety, hashit many workers— about 15% of theHungarianwork forceat present. Real wages
havedeclined for most whoretaintheir jobs. Political apathy isrampant. Joining the European Community isthegreat
hope motivating most intellectual s, but that still seemsfar off inaninsecurefuture. While very few want to returnto
communism, disaffection among Hungariansisincreasingly common now, and onetarget of the disaffected isthose
who avow any form of liberalism. That may be why the plague on the Budapest birthplace of Michael Polanyi was
recently smashed. Quite possibly it was destroyed because it announces it was sponsored by the Michael Polanyi
Liberal Philosophical Association; EvaGabor’ sfear that“liberal” would bemisunderstoodinapolitical sensemay have
proved prophetic. (Or wasit destroyed because the Polanyis were Jewish? Probably not.)

These aredifficult times of transition in Hungary, and my hopeisthat Western nationswill work diligently
tolower tariffsandtradebarrierssothat the European Community canembraceHungary assoonaspossible. Certainly
| would not want to leave any reader with the impression that Hungarians are inhospitabl e or the country dangerous.
My wife traveled on the excellent public transportation of Budapest after dark with a sense of security, a sense she
would not feel at nightin many of our largecities. My hostsat the Technical University, MartaFeher, EvaGabor, and
GabriellaUjlaki, al key membersof the MPL PA (we called them “ our threeangels”), were exquisitely generousand
helpful. Weimmersed ourselvesin Hungarian cultureand returned refreshed and enlivened. Theliberal spirit of Polanyi
isindeedaliveinHungary, and soisthehospitality andintellectual ferment which oncegraced thesalonof CecileMama.



Materials from Polanyiana

Editor’sNote: Theprecedingarticleby Walter Gulick discussesthework of TheMichael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical
Association (MPLPA) in Hungary; Gulick describes his Spring Semester 1993 term in Budapest asa Fulbright Scholar
where he worked with MPLPA in putting together an English language double issue of Polanyiana, the periodical of
MPLPA. Theshortarticlebe owisGabriellaUjlaki’ s"Introduction" tothisdoubl ei ssueinwhich shereviewsother articles
includedintheissue. If youwishtoorder acopy of Polanyiana 2:4and 3:1, you should send acheck for $10 (or equivalent)
airmail toMagyar Hittel Bank, Budapest 1122, Pozsonyi ut 77-79, HUNGARY . Makethecheck toMPLPA andindicate
theaccount number is2221004351. Y ou must also send natification to Dr. EvaGabor (President of MPLPA, Technical
University of Budapest, Department of Philosophy, 1111 Budapest, Muegyetemrkp. K. .59, HUNGARY) that youwant
acopy of Polanyiana 2:4 and 3:1 and haveforwarded acheck to Magyar Hitel Bank. Includeaxerox copy of thecheck.

I ntroduction

The present double issue of Polanyiana contains articles by researchers who make use of Michael Polanyi’s
thought. Thereareamong theauthorsphilosophers, theol ogiansand psychologists. Our aimin presentingthiscollection
of essaysistwofold. First, our intention isto make available to a broader audience some of the articles which were
presented on different occasi ons (conferences, seminars) when Michael Polanyi’ swork wasdiscussed. Wefeel itisour
task to select and publish the best of them. And our second purpose in this double issue is to give an opportunity to
the interested reader to grasp the richness of the way of developing Polanyi’ s ideas as a basis for further thought.

Among the contributions, there are papers by philosophers of different branches of the discipline Walter
Gulick’s paper, “Polanyi’s Theory of Meaning: Exposition, Elaboration, and Reconstruction,” isavery detailed and
scholarly reconsideration of Polanyi’ sthoughts on linguistic, artistic and religiousmeaning. Itisbased on hisoriginal
insights concerning how to improve Polanyi’s ideas in psychology, philosophy and aesthetics. Polanyi’s last work,
Meaning, written together with Harry Prosch, is taken as the major point of departure. Gulick’s article offers a new
approach to the topic and challenges the reader to think further about the nature of meaning and how it is constructed.

MarjorieGrene' sarticle, “ The SubjectiveandthePersonal,” isadetail ed anal ysi sof two key concepts, indicated
inhertitle, of Polanyi’ sphilosophy in Personal Knowledge. Thearticlewasoneof themain presentationsat thecentennial
conference of Michael Polanyi at Kent State University in 1991. Theauthor, an eminent philosopher who was assistant
toMichael Polanyi and hisclosest friend and coll eagueat thetimeof writing Per sonal Knowl edge, offered themanuscript
to our Associationto be published in Polanyiana. We appreciate her kindnessvery much, and weare honored by being
ableto publishit first.

AaronMilavec'sarticle, “1f | Join Forceswith Mr. Kuhn,” representsanother main branch of philosophy which
isvery muchimpacted by Polanyi’ sthought, namely philosophy of science. Thearticlewasal so presented at Kent State
and it helps the reader to understand how great Polanyi’ s role was in formulating Kuhn's seminal book on scientific
revolutions.



Phil Mullins' article, “ ReligiousMeaninginPolanyi’ sPersonal Knowledge,” providesasteptowardclarifying
theextent towhich Polanyi’ sviewsabout religion changed by thetimeof Meaning, thesubject of muchdebate. Mullins,
General Editor of Tradition and Discovery, writes down Polanyi’s ideas about religion as presented in Personal
Knowledge. Itsapproachisthat of the philosopher of religion rather than of the theologian, so it helpsthe reader to
get aclearer impression about his discipline, unfortunately almost neglected in Hungary.

Joan Crewdson'’s contribution to our double issue is a chapter of her still unpublished book on Polanyi’'s
relevance to theology. We have chosen a chapter which might have relevance both for philosophers and theol ogians.
Thisarticlerepresentsthetheol ogical reception of Polanyi’ swork inour issue. Theauthor showshow Polanyi’ striadic
structure of meaning can beinterpreted asilluminating thetheol ogical doctrinesof the Trinity ingeneral and theHoly
Spiritin particular. Thisarticledemonstrates onedirection that atheology inspired by Polanyi’ sthought might take.

Arthur S. Reber’ spresentation wasamong the major addressesgiven at Kent State. Reber givesusevidence
about therelevanceof Polanyi’ sviewsontacit knowledgeto current psychol ogical research. Heindicatesthat Polanyi
was able to anticipate much that is now supported by empirical evidence.

Csaba Pleh is one of Hungary’s leading psychologists. His article provides a comprehensive survey of
psychological thought during thelast thirty years. Hisemphasisison how the computer has provided an inspiration
for studies of cognition, but how it has also created problems to which Polanyi was sensitive.

An earlier version of Endre J. Nagy’s paper was given also at Kent State and it represents an approach of a
sociologist and lawyer to Polanyi’sideas. Polanyi’s liberal conservativism is amost unknown in Hungary, but it
provides very much needed support for the creation of anew social system here. The importance of this aspect of
Polanyi’ sthought inspired the Associationto call itself theMichael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical Association. Endre
J. Nagy, an organi zing member of the Assaciation, addressesin hisarticlethe present Hungarian situation and explains
how Polanyi’s thought about civil society can be of assistance now.

The present doubleissue of Polanyiana could not have been published without the much appreciated work
of Walter Gulick who has been a Fulbright visiting professor in the Philosophy Department of Budapest Technical
University this spring, who is a so arepresentative of the North American Polanyi Society. Weare very grateful for
his help in editing and for his paper written for thisissue of Polanyiana.

GabridlaUjlaki

Polanyiana, Vol 2,No.41993Vol 3, N0 11993
June, 1993
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