Support Welcomed For Polanyi Society Travel Fund

The assumptions and paradigms that Michael Polanyi brilliantly challenged in the middle of the
twentieth century still, sadly, dominate much of academic thinking to thisday. Nearly half acentury after the
publication of his major epistemological and social works, it isnot at al unusual to receive blank stares from
philosophers, social scientists, and physical scientists—eveninmajor collegesand universities— at themention
of Polanyi’s name.

For several decades the Polanyi Society has devoted its efforts, through itsjournal and its annual
meetings, and — more recently —through itsinternet discussions and website, to the dissemination and
further development of Polanyi’s seminal ideas. Many of those who have taken alead in these efforts find
themselvesin the ranks of graying emeriti and are acutely aware of the urgency of reaching out to more
young people — undergraduates, graduates, and post-graduates — to assure the perpetuation of Polanyi’srich

legacy.

To promotethiseffort, the Society has established amodest Travel Fund to assi st those young people
who have an interest in attending its annual meetings but whose financial conditions make this difficult.
Recently, as we have attempted to spread the word regarding the availability of this fund, an unprecedented
number of prospective beneficiaries of this assistance have been brought to our attention.

Thisisisamost encouraging development in terms of the Society’s central objective of furthering
Polanyi’ sinfluence within academiaand the larger society. However, it appearsthat we may end up thisyear
with considerably moreeligible candidatesthan availablefunds. We canthink of few projectsmoreworthy and
in-line with our common purpose than the expansion of the resources of thisfund.

Any contributions, however modest, that Polanyi Society memberswoul d careto maketothisfundwill
bewelcomed. They arefully tax-deductible. Checksfor thispurposeshould bemadeout tothe* Polanyi Society
Travel Fund” and sent to Walter Mead, the coordinator of this fund, at the address below, for deposit in the
Society’ sfund account. If you wish to consolidate a contribution to the Travel Fund with a check for annual
duesor agenera contribution to the Society, be sure that you clearly identify your intentions. Questions can
be addressed to Walter Mead by regular mail (4 Kenyon Court, Bloomington, IL 61701) or e-mail
(wbmead@ilstu.edu).

ProcedureFor Applying For A Polanyi Society Travel Grant

The purpose of the Polanyi Society Travel Fund is to assist those with a strong interest in Michael
Polanyi —especially undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate students—who haveaninterestin attending the
Society’ s annual meeting in November but whose financial conditions make this difficult.



Although the Society is interested in providing funding sufficient to make attendance at its annual
meeting possiblefor eligible candidates, because of the modest amount of fundsavailable, the Society must be
selectivein awarding alimited number of travel grants. The decision to award agrant and the amount of that
grant will depend upon an evaluation of the following information to be provided by the applicant:

(1) theapplicant’ sinstitutional affiliation, mailing address, e-mail address, and phonenumber
(in each case, aternate summer addresses and phone numbers should a so be supplied);

(2) theestimated cost for traveling to and from the Polanyi meeting by the most cost-efficient
means (perhaps a shared automobile, where distances are short);

(3) the most affordable housing for one night’s lodging between the two days of Society
meetings;

(4) thedegreeto which the applicant and/or the applicant’ sinstitution can contributeto these
costs; and

(5) abrief statement (300-500 words) indicating (a) the applicant’ s program of studies and/
or research, (b) any background of reading or coursesrelating to Michael Polanyi’ sideas, ()
the particular interest the applicant has in attending the program of meetings, and (d) the
applicant’s present or future career plans.

In addition, the applicant should request someone acquainted with his or her interests and qualifications to
provide directly to the Fund Coordinator, by e-mail, abrief |etter of reference. The writer should indicate that
his or her assessment of the applicant has not been shared with the applicant. All materials will be held
confidentially by the Polanyi Society Board of Directors.

Applicantsare encouraged to submit their requestsasearly aspossiblein order to be ableto securethe
most economical travel and overnight accommodations and to assure the availability of funds. Deadlinesfor
application for thefollowing November annual meeting are: March 1 (resultsto be announced by April 1) and,
giventhefurther availability of funds, August 1 (resultsto be announced by September 1) and, again, giventhe
availability of funds, October 1 (resultsto be announced by October 15).

TheBoard of Directorsof the Polanyi Society will collectively decideontheawarding of grants. Some
applicantsfor either theMarch 1% or the August 1% deadlinesmay be designated as* stand-bys’ for consideration
in the following round of evaluations.

The above information, including letter of reference, should be received by e-mail no later than the
intended application deadline. All materias (and any questions) should be e-mailed to (Fund Coordinator)
Walter B. Mead (wbmead @il stu.edu).



